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Mrs. Bethell, President O'Donnell, Dr. Carroll, Professor Rice, Fr. Euteneuer, Reverend Fathers, 
esteemed faculty, my fellow graduates, families, students, and friends of Christendom College:

On behalf of the Class of 2010, it is my honor to welcome you here to witness an important step 
in the lives of ninety-four young men and women.  The transition we are about to undergo is one 
marked by intellectual achievement, without a doubt, but there is a much deeper significance for each 
individual graduate, as we make the passage from childhood to adulthood, as with St. Paul we make 
ready to put away the things of a child, both materially and spiritually.  The diplomas that I and my 
fellow graduates will receive today serve as a recognition of intellectual accomplishment, but mean so 
much more to us.  The students I see before me right now are, in so many ways, a different group of 
people than those who arrived at Christendom four years ago, or however long ago.  We have grown 
intellectually, developing our understanding and our ability to analyze and evaluate our own and others' 
thoughts and intentions.  We have grown emotionally, increasing our ability to cultivate selfless 
relationships with others--to lay down our lives for our friends.  Most importantly, (and if this has not 
been accomplished our time has been wasted), we have grown spiritually, and have become, to a far 
greater degree, the men and women of God we were destined to be from before the beginning of time.

Coming from this perspective, I can't help but admit that, of all people, I should not be the one 
speaking to you today.  So often have I realized how confused my own priorities were--so many 
opportunities to advance in my own spiritual formation and my relationships with others passed up for 
inferior goods.  There are many among the ninety-three other graduates who have developed a far 
greater personal wisdom than myself.  Be that as it may, if there is one thing that I may pass on to you 
as we undertake the commencement of our lives as adult human beings and fully-grown soldiers of 
Christ, if there is one thing that I could ensure that we, the graduates, and everyone present here, might 
never lose sight of, I would want that to be, simply, hope.

Hope is the driving force behind every good thing that has ever come about in the sad, confused 
world of human beings.  Hope is the assurance that in our struggle to accomplish God's will, and to 
create the best possible future for ourselves and those around us, what we need will never be lacking. 
Whatever grace is necessary for the fulfillment of our part in the all-encompassing plan of Divine 
Providence will be there for our use.  We know that the hand of God is always stretched out to us 
whenever we may fall, His light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never overwhelm it.  The 
very diplomas we are about to receive are palpable proof that God does not abandon us in our most 
difficult endeavors; for how great was our anxiety when we first embarked on our courses of studies at 
Christendom?  It is the same anxiety that many of us are beset with today, uncertain of the future and 
unsure how we will survive in the great unknown.  And yet, what we receive today reminds us that He 
has seen us through every obstacle in the way of this achievement.  We may worry about the future, but 
how many countless times has He made us aware of his special concern and love for each one of us in 
our most difficult circumstances?  His assurance and proof of love comes to each individual in different 
ways and at different times.  But I do not doubt that everyone present here has felt it, and knows, in a 
way that transcends anything merely intellectual, that the Father is constantly watching, and working, 
to preserve and nourish our lives and our souls, and lead us to our ultimate fulfillment.

Today we understand that, throughout all those little anxieties, those countless pressures, those 
dreaded uncertainties about what might happen to us in the very near future, His will was that we 



should make it to this day and receive this proof of His care and concern for us.  If all those little 
worries were for naught, then, why should we worry now?  Today, through God's grace, we have 
achieved one of our first long-term personal goals--we may not have reached all our smaller goals in 
the meantime.  But, whatever little goals or anxieties may approach us in the upcoming year, the 
upcoming decade, or even the next eighty years, what we are seeking, as Christendom graduates should 
realize more than anyone, is beyond the scope of all those little worries that have to do with our mere 
future in this.  There is a greater future awaiting us, one that will make all our earthly cares and 
concerns seem like nothing at all.  And this future isn't affected by money, by respect, by time, by 
energy, by any of those little things we worry about.  It is only achieved by loving each other as He first 
loved us.

As we have struggled through these undergraduate years, many of us have perhaps longed for 
the ability to return to their homes, their families, the comforts they left behind.  As our time here has 
progressed, many of us have come to see Christendom as a second home.  A great number of us, as we 
graduate, will find ourselves searching for a new place to call home.  But, ultimately, we must realize, 
that we have never really belonged here.  Our real home, and our real hope, is found elsewhere.  As I 
and my fellow graduates complete one of the first great steps in the long journey of our lives, I hope 
that we may continue to remember that we will always be strangers in a foreign land, and the only true 
meaning to be found in everything we do here on earth, is encompassed in the truth that every step we 
take only has value in how well it helps us to find our way back home.


