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Dr O’Donnell, Distinguished Guests, Faculty, Students, Families and Friends, my Fellow 

Graduates 

I’d like to welcome everyone to the commencement exercises of the Class of 2012 by 

remembering a man who, for the first time in the history of Christendom College is not present at 

a graduation ceremony.  But this is the man without whom, none of us would be here today.  Of 

course, I’m speaking of our founding president, Dr Warren Carroll.  Dr Carroll defined 

“Christendom” as “the reign of Christ.”  In the introduction to his History of Christendom, he 

stated:  “Where men of courage and missionary spirit recognize Christ as their Lord and 

proclaim Him, Christendom appears as a social, cultural and political presence in the world.”  As 

a historian, Dr Carroll recognized both the glory of Christendom’s previous prominence in the 

western world, and the tragedy of its recent disappearance.  He pointed out the scarcity of those 

who understand the history of our own culture, a culture once known by the name 

“Christendom.”  He wrote: “The very word, once commonly used to designate our Western 

civilization, is going out of style and even out of knowledge.  Many have never heard it, cannot 

pronounce it, much less explain and serve what it stands for.”  In many ways, the modern 

western world is a civilization that is suffering from amnesia, a civilization that has forgotten its 

history, its faith, even its identity.  Our experiences and deeds shape who we are, and with these 

forgotten, we struggle to define ourselves.  In founding Christendom College, Dr Carroll worked 

to remedy this “cultural amnesia,” by educating students in their identity as Christians of the 

western world.  He wrote “At this moment of history, Christendom can exist only in small and 



self-contained places.  But the Christian in such a place never settles for it, never hides in it, for 

he has a message to bring to the world.”  Over the past four years, we have not gained merely 

practical wisdom, applicable only to a certain profession, nor have we sought to create something 

new.  Rather we have entered into the great academic conversation with our predecessors, Plato, 

Homer, Aristotle, Augustine, St Thomas, and countless others.  With these men, we have studied 

the eternal truths that never grow old, those truths which once shaped our civilization and which 

can do so again.  Knowing these truths, and bringing them, once again, to be defining of our 

culture, we go out from this place not to create all things in Christ, not to change all things in 

Christ, but to restore all things in Christ.  In so doing, we each contribute to Dr Carroll’s mission 

in our own unique way, eternally seen and planned by Divine providence.  As Blessed John 

Henry Newman writes:  “God has created me to do him some definite service.  I have a part in 

this great work; I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons.  He has not created 

me for naught.”   

But I am sure that I speak for the entire Class of 2012, when I say that the word 

“Christendom” means to each of us far more than what we have learned about the history and 

thought of our civilization.  For the experience of “Christendom” that each of us has had is not 

only academic.  For the last four years, we have experienced and developed Christian community 

together.  Here at Christendom, the reign of Christ continues from the Chapel of Christ the King 

who demands our allegiance, asking that each of us allow “Christendom,” His reign to begin 

within ourselves, and saying “Son, give me thy heart.”  For us, the word “Christendom” signifies 

four crucial years of our lives, years have shaped us into who we are today.  From the first and 

most awkward moments of our first freshman orientation social, we have grown together for four 

years.  We have together experienced the demands, stresses, and joys of our sophomore year.  



For many of us, the junior year, with its semester in Rome was the highlight of our college years, 

despite the separation that it brought.  And at the beginning of this, our senior year, we had the 

great joy of reunion.  Finally, we arrive today at the end of our senior year, having survived the 

thesis-writing experience.  Each of us, I am sure, holds dear the memories of these four years.  

My fellow graduates, if we are to take part in Dr Carroll’s mission of restoring western 

civilization to its identity, we must preserve these memories.  We cannot forget these years that 

define us as Christendom graduates, for if like our civilization, if we forget our past, we will lose 

track of our identity, and if we forget that we are Christendom graduates, we will not participate 

in the mission “to restore all things in Christ.”  I want to close by applying to our class the words 

of C.S. Lewis.  At the end of the Chronicles of Narnia, when the children go to Heaven, Lewis 

describes this ending in the context of all events that he has so far related.  He writes “The things 

that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them.  And for us 

this is the end of all the stories . . . But for them it was only the beginning of the real story.  All 

their life in this world and all their adventures . . . had only been the cover and the title page:  

now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story.”  My dear classmates, this 

graduation marks the end of our time here, but our college years are only the beginning of our 

lives.  They are the cover and the title page.  As such they are crucial.  For it is the cover and the 

title page that state the identity of the book.  


