
Criminal Justice 
 

Master of Science in Criminal Justice 

 

Criminal justice involves enforcing and maintaining laws, protecting U.S. citizens, 
and punishing individuals who commit crimes. A campus-based or online degree 
program in criminal justice provides students with a solid understanding of criminal 
justice and the related theories and concepts that apply to the legal and law 
enforcement fields. The programs include instruction on a variety of criminal justice 
topics, including criminology, corrections, forensic science, criminal law, criminal 
procedures, legal research, and law ethics. 

In addition to the criminal justice core courses, nearly all degree programs 
require general education courses to ensure students receive a well-rounded liberal arts 
education. General education courses assist individuals in effectively communicating 
with a wide range of people around the world. Students gain an understanding of their 
role in a diverse society, as well as their accountability in the world as a whole. The 
scope of the general education courses varies by programs, but majority of colleges and 
universities encourage students to complete their general education courses during the 
first year of coursework. Some schools do not allow students to register for upper-level 
coursework before completing the general education requirements. Also, many 
bachelor’s degree programs require the completion of general education classes by the 
junior year. 

Recommended Course-Work 

 

Students choosing to pursue a degree in Criminal Justice upon graduating Christendom 

College are advised to complete the following courses at Christendom College: 

 

While Christendom doesn’t offer any specific Criminal Justice courses, the following 
courses will help form a student’s mind to better learn and apply their knowledge to 
future classes.  These include: 

 

PSAE 201 Principles to Political Theory 

PSAE 311 American Government and Politics I 

PSAE 421 Classical Political Tradition  

PSAE 431 International Relations 

PSAE 479 Jurisprudence and Catholic Lawyer 

 

 

Prerequisites 

 



Generally, degrees of the arts require more English, writing, and language general 
education courses, while science degrees focus more on science, mathematics, and 
humanities general course requirements. General education courses typically make up 
for over half of the total degree requirements for associate degree programs. For 
example, an associate degree program totaling 64 credit hours may include 42 credit 
hours of general education courses. On the other hand, since bachelor’s degree 
programs involve more in-depth study of the criminal justice discipline, general 
education courses may only make up a third of the total required credit hours. 
Bachelor’s degree programs commonly require between 44 and 60 credit hours of 
general education out of the total of 120 to 160 credit hours. 

Often, taking the LSAT, GRE, or GMAT exams and passing with a certain grade is also 
necessary.  

Sample Prerequisites: 

1. An undergraduate GPA that exceeds 2.7 overall 

2. A satisfactory score on the graduate standardized test (GRE, LSAT or 
GMAT) 

3. Previous evidence of ability to perform graduate-level work (where 
applicable) 

4. Professional experience in criminal justice (where applicable)1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 http://www.pubapps.vcu.edu/bulletins/prog_search/?did=20066  

http://www.pubapps.vcu.edu/bulletins/prog_search/?did=20066


Sample Curriculum2 
 

Taken from VCU (Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond) 

Courses Credit 

hours 

    

Required courses 18 

CRJS 501 Principles of Criminal Justice 3 

CRJS 550 Professional Ethics and Liability 3 

CRJS 616 Justice Policy and Administration 3 

CRJS 620 Seminar in Criminology 3 

CRJS/GVPA/PADM/URSP 623 Research Methods for 
Government and Public Affairs 

3 

CRJS 641 Jurisprudence 3 

    

Electives 18 

Select six courses from the following:   

   

CRJS 591 Topic Seminar 3 

CRJS 612 Criminal Justice Politics and Planning 3 

CRJS 622 Comparative Criminal Justice Systems 3 

CRJS 631 Criminal Justice Management and Leadership 3 

CRJS/FRSC 680 Forensic Psychiatry 3 

CRJS 693 Internship (3 credits maximum; see Wilder School 

website for listing) 

3 

FRSC 670 Forensic Evidence and Criminal Procedure 3 

                                                
2 Ibid. 



HSEP 501 Institutional Challenges of Security Preparedness 3 

HSEP 502 Survey of Terrorism 3 

HSEP 603 Risk Assessment 3 

PADM/GVPA 601 Principles of Public Administration 3 

PADM/GVPA 625 Public Policy Analysis 3 

SOCY 510 Domestic and Sexual Violence in Social Context 3 

SOCY 631 Battered Women in the Criminal Justice System 3 

SOCY 656 Social Network Analysis 3 

  

Other course(s) may be selected with permission of the criminal justice 

graduate director. 

    

Total graduate credit hours required (minimum) 36 
 

 


