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Teaching is a diverse profession that involves working with students to help 
them obtain certain knowledge or master specific tasks. This article looks at the 
occupation of teaching at the elementary and secondary school levels and at special 
education teaching for all levels. Every state requires that public school teachers be 
licensed by completing education requirements and passing examinations. A 
bachelor's degree is the minimum requirement for licensure. Elementary teachers hold 
bachelor's degrees in education, while high school teachers have degrees in a subject 
area. Special education teachers may major in special education or in a content area 
with a minor in special education. In some states, teachers must go on to earn 
master's degrees after obtaining licensure. See Teaching Licensure requirements in 
Virginia (attached). 
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Recommended Course Work 

 

Christendom College does not offer specific educational theory classes.  However, if 

one chooses to teach history, it would be wise for him major in History at Christendom.  

Similarly, if he wanted to teach philosophy, he would major in philosophy and so on.  If 

one wishes to teach a special education class, he would take all the classes most 

pertinent to that education. 

 

Prerequisites2 

Find Out About Your State's Teaching Requirements 

Each state has different requirements for education and certification of its teachers. If 
you know what state you plan on teaching in, contact that state's government office to 
inquire about teaching certification requirements. You can also visit the Department of 
Education's website (ED.gov) to find a list of teaching certification requirements by 
state. 

Get a Bachelor's Degree 

A bachelor's degree is the minimum education required for most teaching positions. A 
liberal arts education will help prepare you for a career as a teacher, by providing you 
with a broad education and exposure to many different fields in which you might later 
specialize. You can choose to major in education, or in a specific field in which you 
would like to teach. Be sure to earn your degree from an accredited school.  
Christendom is an accredited school and would qualify here. 

Get a Master's Degree 

Some states and schools will require you to also have a master's degree. A master's 
degree will help you to expand your skill set and further hone your teaching talents. 
Most master's in education programs are one to two years in length and cover 
advanced topics in teaching specific to your chosen field. 

Pass the Teacher's Examination 

                                                
1 http://education-portal.com/requirements_to_be_a_teacher.html Accessed 12/28/2014 
2 http://www.ehow.com/way_5814945_prerequisites-become-teacher_.html Accessed 12/29/2014 

http://education-portal.com/requirements_to_be_a_teacher.html
http://www.ehow.com/way_5814945_prerequisites-become-teacher_.html


Before you begin to teach, you will need to pass an examination that will test your skills 
and what you have learned. You will either be required to pass a state exam or the 
Praxis exam depending on where you live. After passing the exams, you will receive a 
license to teach. You will be required to update your license periodically according to 
state requirements. 

Sample Curriculum 

Taken from UVA website for M.Ed. in Curriculum & Instruction-Reading Education: 

 

“Any student who wishes to apply for a certificate or degree must submit an online 
application, required test scores, at least two letters of recommendation, a complete 
transcript, and a current statement of professional goals. It is possible to apply up to 6 
graduate credits toward a certificate or degree. The student’s advisor must approve 
such credit. All other University of Virginia course work must be earned after admission 
to a certificate or degree program. Students planning to become certificate or degree 
seekers are responsible for knowing the requirements for admission to, and completion 
of, that degree. They are also responsible for contacting their advisor upon admission. 

GRE scores are expected to meet the minimum standards of the Curry School.  (Target 
GRE scores are listed below for the old vs. new exam). A goal statement will stand as a 
writing example. If your scores do not meet criteria, we recommend you retake GREs 
before submitting your application. We will use your highest scores when making 
admission decisions.  

MEd applicants—Verbal GRE: at or above 450 (old scoring)/150 (new scoring); 
Quantitative GRE: 530 (old scoring)/145 (new scoring); 4.0 (analytical writing).”3 

Sample Curriculum 

 

Most schools vary in what you need to learn to teach a certain subject in anything after 

one graduates.  Therefore, the sample curriculum attached is one wishing to pursue a 

degree in Special Education at William and Mary.  (See Attached PDF)  
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