
LAW 

 

To become a lawyer is to take part in shaping the life of a nation and its people. 

Lawyers are central figures in the life of a democratic country.  According to the 

American Bar Foundation’s 2005 Lawyer Statistical Report (January 2012, pp. 7–8), 

about 75 percent of American lawyers are in private practice, most in small, one-person 

offices, and some in large firms. Roughly 7.5 percent of lawyers work for government 

agencies. About 8.6 percent work for private industries and associations as salaried 

lawyers or even as managers. About 1 percent work for legal aid or as public defenders, 

1 percent work in legal education, and 2.5 percent work in the judiciary. (About 4.4 

percent are retired or inactive.) Law school provides a good, solid background for many 

professions. In fact, many teachers, business people, and writers working today 

obtained a legal education before pursuing their careers.1 (See “Thinking About Law 
School” PDF) 
 

The amount of time and effort required to put oneself through law school is 

enormous and as if that wasn’t enough, the law field is extremely challenging and 
competitive, even once one has made it into the field successfully.   

 

Recommended Course Work  
 

Students choosing to pursue a degree in Law upon graduating Christendom College are 

advised to complete the following courses at Christendom College: 

 

PSAE 201 Principles to Political Theory 

PSAE 311 American Government and Politics I 

PSAE 421 Classical Political Tradition  

PSAE 431 International Relations 

PSAE 479 Jurisprudence and Catholic Lawyer 

PSAE 491 Democracy in America 

 

 The following majors are relevant to law, but are not prerequisites: 
● History 
● English 
● Philosophy 
● Political Sciences 

 

 

 

                                                
1 http://www.lsac.org/docs/default-source/publications-%28lsac-resources%29/thinkaboutlawschool.pdf 



Prerequisites: 
 

Below is a broad list of requirements for students who wish to apply to a Law 
program: 

● Baccalaureate in any field of study 

● Official transcripts from all institutions of higher education previously 

attended 

● Detailed resume 

● Satisfactory performance on the Law School Admission test (LSAT). 
● “Before applying for admission to law school, applicants are advised to 

investigate the requirements for admission to the practice of law in 
any jurisdiction in which they intend to practice. Some state bars may 

require registration at the time of entry into law school”. 
● Register with the Law School Data Assembly Service (LSDAS) 

● Completed Graduate Application 

● Submission of a personal statement or necessary essays 

● Two letters of recommendation 
 

Law School Admission Council 

● Every law school applicant must register an account with the Law School 
Admission Council (LSAC). LSAC is an online service that collects letters of 
recommendation, features online law school applications and handles 
registration for the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT). For a small fee, LSAC 
transmits all data electronically to each law school an to which an applicant 
applies. The service provides schools with a consistent portfolio of information for 
each applicant, allowing for more efficient admissions processing times. 

Law School Admissions Test 

● The Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) is the mandatory admissions test that 
all law school applicants must complete. The standardized test features five 35-
minute sections, comprised of the following sections: analytics reasoning, two 
logical reasoning, reading comprehension and an experimental section which is 
not scored. The experimental section may be any one of the three categories. At 
the end of the test, a 35-minute writing sample is taken from all test-takers, which 
is then forwarded to law schools along with the score results. LSAT scores stay 
on an applicant's record for five years. Applicants may not take the test more 
than three times in a 24-month period. LSAT scores range on a scale from 120 to 
180, with 180 as the highest possible score. For more on the LSAT program, see 
www.LSAT.org 2 

                                                
2 http://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/about-the-lsat/  

http://www.lsat.org/
http://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/about-the-lsat/


Letters of Recommendation 

● Most law schools require two letters of recommendation. In a recommendation, 
law schools prefer that a professor or an immediate supervisor who is familiar 
with an applicant's work ethic and character author each letter. An applicant 
supplies a professional who knows the applicant well with a letter of 
recommendation form. The form contains a bar code and should accompany the 
letter. Once received by LSAC, the bar code is scanned, and the letter is loaded 
into the electronic account of the applicant. The applicant then determines to 
which schools the letter should be sent. 

Transcripts 

● Law schools refer to a cumulative undergraduate grade point average when 
reviewing an applicant's academic record. LSAC requires that every 
undergraduate class ever taken--including summer courses and courses taken at 
academic institutions from which a degree was not conferred--supply a transcript. 
Utilizing the cumulative grade point average from every class taken, an official 
undergraduate grade point average is determined by LSAC and shared with law 
schools. If a class was retaken for a higher grade, only the original grade is 
counted in the calculation. 

Applications 

● The law school application process is critical in gaining admission. In addition to 
the basic application information, questions regarding character and fitness play 
a role in admission decisions. Every school also requires a personal statement 
from each applicant. Additionally, schools may request supplemental essays, a 
resume or further documentation that may assist in the decision making process. 

Degree Prerequisites 

● Prior to law school, an applicant must earn a bachelor's degree. However, the 
discipline of that degree is not subject to any restrictions. Law schools accept 
applicants with degrees in all types of different fields. Since the law can be 
applied to just about any employment field, a diverse student body with 
specializations in different backgrounds can add to the collective learning 
environment at a school.3 

These are general requirements for most schools.  Most schools vary in their 
requirements.   

 

 

 

 

                                                
3 http://www.ehow.com/list_6536983_general-law-school-requirements.html  

http://www.ehow.com/list_6536983_general-law-school-requirements.html


Sample Curriculum: 
 

First Year: 

 

FALL 

Civil Procedure (4 credits) 

Contracts (4) 

Criminal Law (3) 

Torts (4) 

Legal Research and Writing (1) 

 

SPRING  

Constitutional Law (4 credits) 

Property (4) 

Legal Research and Writing (1) 

5-7 hours of electives 

 

Sample Weekly Schedule: 

 

From University of Virginia4 

1L Sample Weekly Schedule  

Fall (16 total credits) 

 

MONDAY 

8:30-9:50 Torts  

10-11 Contracts 

2:10-3:30 Civil Procedure 

3:40-4:40 Criminal Law 

 

TUESDAY  

8:30-9:50 Torts 

10-11 Contracts 

2:10-3:30 Civil Procedure  

 

WEDNESDAY 

8:50-9:50 Legal Research and Writing  

10-11 Contracts 

                                                
4 http://www.law.virginia.edu/html/academics/curriculum.htm#first 



3:40-4:40 Criminal Law 

 

THURSDAY 

8:30-9:50 Torts 

10-11 Contracts 

2:10-3:30 Civil Procedure 

3:40-4:40 Criminal Law 

 

FRIDAY  

10-11 Contracts 

 

Spring (15 total credits) 

MONDAY 

10-11:20 Property 

2:10-3:30 Constitutional Law 

3:40-5 Evidence (3 credits) 

 

TUESDAY  

10-11:20 Property 

11:30-12:50 Environmental Law (3) 

2:10-3:30 Constitutional Law 

 

WEDNESDAY 

10-11 Legal Research and Writing  

3:40-5 Evidence 

 

THURSDAY 

10-11:20 Property 

11:30-12:50 Environmental Law 

2:10-3:30 Constitutional Law 

 

 

 


