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Mrs. Bethel, Dr. O'Donnell, Bishop Conley, Prof. George, reverend fathers, distinguished 

faculty, fellow graduates, parents, family, students, and friends of Christendom College: 

It is my undeserved honor today to welcome everyone to the Commencement of 

Christendom College's Class of 2011.  This day marks a day of great achievement won after 

several years of sharing so much, enjoying so much, experiencing so much, and suffering so 

much together, (to use a classic Fr. O'Kielty litany).  These years have truly been a pivotal time 

in all of our lives and will continue to be with us as we form the foundation of a life that we 

strive to make much better and more grace-filled.  On such a day, it is important to remember our 

many experiences together and reflect on their meaning for us.  These memories, which are 

treasures that we will hold for all of our lives and define who we become—and yes, that that 

includes even those irritating memories that we wish never had happened—teach us many 

valuable lessons.  And one of the most important lessons that these memories teach us is 

humility. 

One of the first things that Mr. Brown taught many of us in freshman philosophy class, 

between viciously attacking the white board with his marker and calling us bozos, was Plato's 

famous Apology.  Among the other memorable Socratic statements came the famous line: "All 

that I know is that I know nothing."  While we—and especially our professors—know that this 

line perhaps applied to us much more when we came in as freshmen—even if we chose to ignore 

it; still, as we progressed through our years, delved (or rather sank) into our majors, and wrestled 

with our theses, we have discovered just how much this line will remain relevant to us for all our 

lives.  Here, we find humility; a humility that is not a false sense of sadness, or even despair, 



over our condition, but one that is centered on truth and fills us with joy and hope, because truth 

is Christ.  Humility teaches us that though we have learned much in our experience here, we 

have only begun our search for knowledge and wisdom, and we must continue this search all of 

our lives for the good of all those around us.  Our memories here, I hope, both inside and outside 

the classroom, will serve to fortify this notion. 

For many of us, I am sure, some of the most cherished and memorable moments come 

from our experience in Rome.  One of the best ways to learn humility simply lies in entering St. 

Peter’s Basilica for the first time.  The basilica’s imposing façade, Bernini's breathtaking 

colonnade and baldacchino, Michelangelo's enormous dome all radiate the power and majesty of 

God.  And yet, even more important than its majesty, St. Peter's also shows us that the Church is 

our home and true alma mater, who works tirelessly to gather the whole world into her arms. 

Fyodor Dostoevsky concludes his famous novel, The Brothers Karamazov, with the 

memorable scene in which one of the central characters in the book, Alexei Karamazov, gathers 

village boys around him after the funeral of their good friend.  For all of them, the parting is sad 

and they struggle to find meaning in this situation.  But Alexei explains to them the power of a 

truly good childhood memory.  He states: "If a man stores up many such memories to take into 

life, then he is saved for his whole life.  And even if only one good memory remains with us in 

our hearts, that alone may serve some day for our salvation."  My fellow graduates and dear 

friends, I am confident that every one of us can claim at least one such memory from our 

experience together at Christendom College; some memory that perhaps, when we go through a 

hard and dark time in life, will point us back to the hope and truth that are Christ.  Let us hold on 

to these memories and on to all the valuable lessons we have learned here, so we best go forth in 

charity to restore all things in Christ! 


