
Definitions of Grammar Terms from “Voyages in English 8” (1962 edition) 
and Warriner’s “Grammar and Composition” (Third Course Heritage 

edition) 
 
SECTION 1: PARTS OF SPEECH (corresponds to Section A on Practice Test) 
 
Noun- a word used to name a person, place, thing, or idea 
Pronoun- a word used in place of one or more nouns 
Adjective- a word that describes or modifies a noun or pronoun 
Verb- a word used to express action, being, or state of being 
Adverb- a word used to describe or modify a verb, adjective, or another adverb. It often 
answers the following questions: How? Where? When? etc. 
Preposition- a word that shows the relationship of a noun or pronoun to some other 
word in the sentence [e.g., to, during, before, in front of] 
Conjunction- a word that joins words or groups of words [e.g., and, but, or, 
neither…nor, because, both…and] 
Interjection-  an exclamatory word that expresses emotion with no grammatical 
relation to the rest of the sentence [e.g., Ugh!] 
 
SECTION 2: PARTS OF A SENTENCE (corresponds to Section B & C on Practice Test) 
 
Subject- part of a sentence about which something is being said; the doer of the action 
Predicate- part of a sentence which is said of (or about) the subject 
Direct Object- a noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb or shows the result 
of the action 
Indirect Object- a noun or pronoun that precedes the direct object and usually tells “to 
whom” or “for whom” [e.g., Bea mailed Savanna several postcards. Here, “postcards” is 
direct object, and “Savanna” is the indirect object] 
Subjective Complement- a noun, pronoun, or adjective that follows a linking verb. It 
describes or explains the simple subject. There are 2 kinds of subjective complements: 

Predicate Nominative- a noun or pronoun that explains or identifies the subject 
of the sentence [e.g., The building is a school]. 
Predicate Adjective- an adjective that modifies the subject of the sentence [e.g., 
The candy is too sweet.]  

Objective complement- an adjective that follows the direct object and at the same time 
completes the thought expressed by a transitive verb [e.g., The announcement made 
him angry].  
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 3: PHRASES (corresponds to Section D on Practice Test) 
 
Prepositional Phrase- a phrase introduced by a preposition (Fenway is in Boston.) 
Participial Phrase- a phrase introduced by a participle (The boy riding the bike delivers 
papers.) Remember: a participle is a word that usually is a verb form, but is used as an 
adjective.  
Gerund Phrase- a phrase introduced by a gerund (Writing correct English is a 
pleasure.) Remember: a gerund is a word that usually is a verb form, but is used as a 
noun. 
Infinitive Phrase- a phrase introduced by an infinitive (To succeed in school is our aim.) 
Remember: Even though “to” is a preposition (when it is followed by a noun), in this 
sentence it is an infinitive (when it is followed by a verb).  
Appositive Phrase- phrase introduced by an appositive (We hiked Old Rag, a peak in 
Skyline Drive.)  
 
SECTION 4: CLAUSES (corresponds to Section E on Practice Test) 
 
Independent Clause- expresses a complete thought and can stand by itself 
Subordinate Clause- does not express a complete thought and cannot stand alone 
Adjective Clause- a subordinate clause used as an adjective to modify a noun or 
pronoun [e.g., Smog, which is fog and smoke, blanketed the city].  
Adverb Clause- a subordinate clause that modifies a verb, adjective, or adverb. These 
tell how, when, where, why, how much, or under what condition the action of the main 
verb takes place [e.g., Before the game started, Savanna and I went to lunch]. 
Noun Clause- a subordinate clause used as a noun [e.g., What Klarissa said surprised 
me]. 
 
SECTION 5: SENTENCES (corresponds to Section F on Practice Test) 
 
Simple Sentence- a sentence containing one subject and one predicate, either or both of 
which may be compound. This has 1 independent clause, and no subordinate clauses 
(e.g., St. Dominic taught the use of the rosary). 
Compound Sentence- a sentence that contains two or more independent clauses. This 
has two or more simple sentences joined together (e.g., St. Dominic had a great 
devotion to our Blessed Mother, and he taught the use of the rosary in her honor).  
Complex Sentence- a sentence that has one independent clause and one or more 
subordinate clauses (e.g., St. Dominic, who was the founder of the Dominicans, taught 
the use of the rosary).  
Complex-Compound Sentence- a sentence that contains two or more independent 
clauses and one or more subordinate clauses (e.g., General Sherman had an austere 
manner, but he was always kind to the men who were under his charge).  
 


