
GRAMMAR GUIDE 
 

HOW TO DETERMINE COMPLEMENTS (SECTIONS B & C):  

As a final note, the objective complement is simply an adjective that modifies or describes the direct object. 

 

HOW TO IDENTIFY PHRASES (SECTION D):   HOW TO IDENTIFY CLAUSES (SECTION E): 

Identify the word introducing the phrase as a participle,   Identify the word introducing the clause. Independent  

gerund, infinitive, appositive, or preposition.                            clauses are usually introduced  

                      by coordinating conjunctions  

                       (acronym: FAN BOYS), but      

                                                                                                                               they can also be introduced by 

 other words (however, 

moreover, therefore, etc.) or a 

semicolon.  

  

Subordinate clauses usually are introduced by a  

HOW TO IDENTIFY SENTENCES (SECTION F): subordinating conjunction or relative pronoun.  The 

most common of these include: because, although, 

before, after, as, even though, which, who, where that, 

etc.   

           Only subordinate clauses may stand as an adjective, 

adverb, or noun, depending on their function within the 

sentence.  

 Remember: The difference between a phrase and a 

clause is that a clause contains a subject-verb pair. 

Phrases have no main verb, although they may have 

verb forms (words that look like verbs but have a 

different function in the sentence, such as participles, 

gerunds, and infinitives).  

 

STEP 3: Identify the part 
of speech of the 

complement

STEP 2: Identify the kind 
of verb.

STEP 1: Always find the 
verb first. Verb

Linking or 
Being Verb

If the complement 
is a noun following 
a linking verb, it is a 

predicate 

nominative

If the complement 
is an adjective

following a linking 
verb, it is a    

predicate adjective

Regular Verb

If the 
complement 

follows a regular 
verb, it is a    

direct object

1. Identify the number of clauses by 

counting subject-verb pairs.  

2. Identify which clauses are independent 

and which are subordinate.  

3. Count the total number of independent 

and subordinate clauses.  

4. Sentences will either be simple, 

compound, complex, or compound-

complex. 

For 

And 

Nor 

But 

Or 

Yet 

So 

Par → -ing/-ed (adj) 

Ger → -ing/-ed (noun) 

Inf → “To” + verb (“to” + noun is a prep. phrase) 

App → commas 

Prep → Prepositions 

S = 1 ind. 

Cd = 2 ind. 

Cx = 1 ind., 1+ sub. 

Cd-Cx = 2 ind., 1+ sub. 


