
5 Tips for Picking a Catholic College When You Can’t Visit Campus – by Sam Phillips 

We are in unusual times – things are shutdown, travel is limited, most college campuses are closed, and 
there is a lot of uncertainty about the future. But high school seniors across the nation are still making 

decisions about which college they will attend in the fall, regardless of these trying times. 

And I want to help. 

As Christendom College’s Admissions Director, I would like to offer 5 tips to narrowing down your 

college search when visiting campus is not an option. As someone who has advised thousands of students 

and their families over the years about matters pertaining to the college selection process, I think I have a 

good grasp on the best aspects to focus on at this time. 

1. Figure out what you are looking for in a college education.  

This may seem like an easy first step, but many neglect to take the time to ask the big questions and come 

up with solid answers. I suggest that you spend some time talking with your families, and those you trust, 

and create three lists: Must-have in college, Must-not-have in college, Would be nice if… 

Some of you might include the following on their “Must-have” list: 

• All professors are faithful to the Magisterium of the Church 

• Classes are not going to undermine the your Faith, but support it 

• The classes are going to be rigorous, and enable you to grow intellectually 

• The living environment is going to help you live virtuously 

• The Sacraments will be readily and easily available 

• It will be affordable 

• There will be lots to do on campus that will make you a more well-rounded person 

Some might include the following on their “Must-not-have” list: 

• Co-ed dormitories or inter-visitation 

• Anti-Catholic speakers invited to campus 

• Liberal professors teaching courses from a secular or anti-Catholic point of view 

• Heretical theology departments 

• Crazy party scene on campus and in the dorms 

• Poor quality academics with little focus on truth, rigor, or high standards 

• Huge post-graduation student loans 

And some might include these items on their “Would be nice if...” list: 

• A particular sport or extracurricular activity 

• A beautiful rural or busy city setting 

• Organic food or fast food all the time 

• Free laptops or cars allowed on campus 

• Internship opportunities or career development assistance 

• Close to home or really far from home 

• Research opportunities or work-study positions 



• This or that particular major 

2. Once you have made your lists, do some research to find the colleges that have or don’t have the 

things on your three lists. 

Now that everything has gone virtual, this is a perfect time to do online research about the various 
colleges. You can go to the various college websites that are on your short list of recommended colleges, 

and you can also go the Newman Guide’s website to compare and contrast their list of recommended 

Catholic colleges.  As you will see, these colleges have many similarities, but also plenty of differences. It 

is up to you to decide which of those differences are appealing to you, and which are not. Once you have 
eliminated some of your top schools from your list, then you should contact the Admissions Office staff 

at each of your preferred schools to ask questions. 

3. Ask lots of questions 

Admissions Offices everywhere are now, more than ever, eager to talk with you, either via text, chat, 

phone, or email. This is the ideal time to spend quality time asking the questions that matter the most of 
the people who work at the colleges, to determine if their colleges meet your requirements, based on your 

lists.  

Every college Admissions Office is staffed with very knowledgeable and helpful people. The job of the 

various Admissions Office personnel is not to force you to attend their college by convincing you to 

attend their college, but rather, their focus is to give you as much information as possible about their 
college, and to give you any insights they might have about the differences between their institution and 

another one you in which you have expressed interest. All of this is in the hope of helping you to make 

the best, most informed decision when it comes to choosing a college. So, please, rely on them and ask 

them hundreds of questions – I know they would really welcome your calls! 

4. Make a virtual college visit 

So now that you have figured out which schools meet your needs, and match up well with your various 

lists, it’s time to go deeper and do an online or virtual visit. 

Most colleges right now are redesigning their websites to make their visit sections easier to navigate for 

online viewers, and many are creating Virtual Visit sections so that you can get a “feel” for their campus 

culture, even though you might be thousands of miles away. 

• Take an online campus tour 

• Watch some videos of life on campus to assess the culture 

• Connect with the college on social media to see what they are promoting 

• Schedule a virtual meeting with the Admissions Director or Counselor 

• Watch an online class or two 

• Spend time looking at the college’s YouTube site to see if there are recordings that might give you 

deeper insights 

• Ask if there are any students to talk to, or a professor who might be open to answering questions via 

email or phone 

5. Ask for Heavenly help 



Regardless of the times, asking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit is essential. A college education will 
have a deep impact on you as you move forward with life in pursuit of wisdom, virtue, friendships, and 

sanctity. Some colleges will help you while others will hinder you – 80% of the people that leave the 

Faith do so by the time they are 23. 

In the end, no matter which college you choose, and which area of study you major in, there is only one 

job we are all called to do, and that is to become saints. Picking a college is a big decision, one which will 

affect you the rest of your life.  

When doing your research, and asking questions, make sure you find out about the quality of the alumni, 

and whether there are any stats on how well they are continuing to live a life of virtue as practicing 

Catholics. If the only rightful purpose of Catholic education is to learn and to live by the truth revealed by 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, then make sure that the alumni of a college are doing just that, because 

someday, you will be probably be just like them. 

 

 


