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“LIFE IS NOTHING MORE THAN 
MAKING GOOD CHOICES. HOW 
CAN YOU MAKE SURE YOU MAKE 
GOOD CHOICES? YOU ONLY 
HAVE TO FOLLOW THREE SIMPLE 
RULES YOUR WHOLE LIFE: DO 

WHAT’S RIGHT, DO EVERYTHING 
TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY, 
SHOW PEOPLE YOU CARE. GOD 
DID NOT PUT US ON THIS EARTH 
TO BE AVERAGE.”

- COACH LOU HOLTZ

Coach Holtz was awarded the 

Pro Deo et Patria Medal for 

Distinguished Service to God 

and Country at Christendom's 

commencement ceremonies.  

Read more on page 7.
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Removing the Stones in Your Path

EXCERPT FROM THE PRESIDENT’S CHARGE TO THE CLASS OF 2021

When we look around the world 
today, it can seem as if we are caught in a whirlpool of 

chaos and evil—politics, war, fighting, and canceling 

each other out. In the fallout of COVID-19, many 

valuable goods are in danger of being lost.

My dear graduates, you know, and have pursued 

in your studies here, truth and wisdom. Through your 

study of philosophy, theology, and the other liberal 

arts, you have come to see clearly man’s nature and 

destiny. Man’s most basic relationship is with God. 

If that relationship is ignored, denied, or destroyed, 

nothing else in our life can be truly ordered in wisdom. 

This is why our Lord’s life’s mission and teaching, 

which reveals fully that essential relationship, must 

have a priority and remain central to our lives. Our 

Blessed Lord reveals to us our noble and joyous 

destiny and shows us the reality of evil and sin. He 

also shows us that if we are not healed by His grace, 

we cannot be truly healed from this disorder, “For 

without Me, you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5).

Saint John Paul II said, “Do not accept anything 

as the truth if it lacks love. And do not accept anything 

as love which lacks truth.” These are words to live by 

from a great saint!

In your life, there will be many times as you 

journey on your path, when rocks, stones, and even 

large boulders will be put in your way which may 

discourage you. But remember, our Lord at His tomb 

removed the large stone that was set in place to seal 

Him in. That large, sealed stone did not stop Him! 

Our Catholic Church, despite many challenges, is 

alive because Christ is alive. He is truly risen! And 

so we are truly alive as well, for we are living in Him.

We often forget that in that great communion 

which is the Catholic Church, we are taken out of 

loneliness and isolation. Together we share in an in-

credible supernatural life which unites us with God 

and one another. To clearly see how vital this gift is, 

just look at the state of the world outside the Church!

"Do not  be 

dismayed by 

the  whirlpool 

o f  the  world ’ s 

spir i t ,  by  evi l , 

by  se l f i shness , 

or  by  fear . 

Your education 

has  enabled 

you to  rol l  that 

s tone  away."

You have experienced that gift here at Chris-

tendom in your studies, your community life, and 

in the sacraments. Here you have studied, danced, 

sung, worshiped, adored, praised, and loved. Never 

take this gift for granted! The Church, despite all 

the human flaws and weaknesses that can be seen 

in her march through history, remains not just an 

institution and it is not just a political organization! 

It remains a revelation of love brought into being by 

the love of Christ Jesus’ wounded and open Heart.

My charge to you today: Do not be dismayed 

by the whirlpool of the world’s spirit, by evil, by 

selfishness, or by fear. Your education has enabled 

you to roll that stone away. May you, like Saint Pe-

ter, on that first Easter morning, run to Him, stay 

with Him, and yes, remain with His Holy Catholic 

Church. Do that, and no stone or rock will be able 

to overcome your faith, joy, and amazement. For 

there is far more love in the Heart of Jesus and the 

Immaculate Heart of His Mother than there is evil 

in the entire world! He tells us: “Fear not, for I have 

overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33). And know that we 

love you and that our hearts and prayers will be with 

you on your journey! 

Praised be Jesus Christ!

Run of St. John and Peter to the Empty Tomb by C. Secchi in 
Chiesa di Santo Tommaso, Turin, Italy.
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Christ the King Chapel  

U P D A T E

Throughout the spring and into the 

summer months, Christ the King Chapel has undergone 

substantial progress.

With the exterior work near completion, the primary 

focus will now be the extensive interior woodwork.  The 

wood ceiling is complete, and wall and ceiling paneling in 

the narthex has begun.

The two 35-foot steeples are scheduled to be delivered at 

the end of July.  Twelve bells will be installed first, followed 

by the steeples.

Eleven stained-glass windows were installed in June, 

including the Sacred Heart of Jesus, St. Claude de la Co-

lombière, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, the rose window, 

and the four windows for Our Lady Chapel (Annunciation, 

Visitation, Assumption, and Coronation).

Rugo Stone, based in Lorton, Virginia, is currently 

restoring the High Altar and the Altar of Sacrifice. These 

pieces, dating to around 1900, were purchased from St. 

Mary of the Assumption in Southampton, Massachusetts. 

Rugo Stone is also restoring the marble altar railing that will 

surround the sanctuary platform. This railing came from St. 

Joseph’s in the Bronx.  Two marble altars, originally in St. 

Peter’s in Hartford, Connecticut, will be installed in the side 

shrines this summer. 

Additional exterior work will be completed this summer, 

including lighting to brighten and enhance the view of the 

chapel at night, as well as paving an 81-space parking lot.

Design is underway for the new Christ the King Piazza, 

which will be located directly in front of the new chapel 

and serve as a gathering place for our academic community.

We are grateful to our benefactors who are funding 

this incredible project and to all the craftsmen and workers 

who have dedicated long hours to bring our new chapel to 

completion next year. 
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NEWS NEWS inin BRIEF BRIEF
THREE NEW PRIESTS
Alumni Fathers John Paul Heisler ’17, Joseph 

Townsend ’11, and Jonathan Fioramonti ’14 were 

all ordained priests in Christendom’s home Diocese 

of Arlington on June 5. Ordained by Bishop Michael 

Burbidge, the three new priests concelebrated their first 

Mass together in the Cathedral of St. Thomas More, 

surrounded by fellow alumni priests, their family, friends, 

and members of the college’s staff and faculty. Frs. Heisler, 

Townsend, and Fioramonti were three of the four men 

ordained as new priests in the Diocese of Arlington. 

Together, they raise the total number of Christendom 

alumni priests to 98, including the recently ordained Fr. 

Joseph Dalimata, FSSP ’17. 

STUDENT SUCCESS
Christendom’s Class of 2020 achieved an over-

all successful employment rate of 98.8%. This 

percentage—which includes employed graduates 

and those studying in graduate school—stands far 

above the national average and is a testament to 

the employability of Christendom’s alumni, the 

outstanding nature of the high-quality liberal arts 

education, and the continued success of the college’s 

career development program.

EMERGENCY PLAN TESTED
Christendom College hosted a tabletop exercise, testing the 

college’s emergency preparedness on February 24, in coordi-

nation with senior leadership from the Town of Front Royal 

and Warren County. Chief executives from the Front Royal 

Police Department, Warren County Fire and Rescue Services, 

the Warren County Sheriff’s Office, and Warren Memorial 

Hospital all attended the event, which successfully tested the 

emergency response coordination between the college and 

public safety and health agencies. 
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BASEBALL STARS
Freshman baseball phenom Thomas Sullivan was named a 

USCAA All-American for 2020-21 due to his outstanding 

contributions on the field during the 2021 baseball season. 

In addition to Sullivan, senior Caleb Wilson earned an All-

American Honorable Mention from the USCAA, and five baseball 

players also earned Academic All-American honors. Overall, 35 

Christendom student-athletes earned Academic All-American 

honors for the past academic year, with the entire athletic 

program scoring a cumulative GPA of 3.39. 

CATHOLIC VALUES
Students gathered in Christendom’s St. Kilian’s 

Café in April for the semester’s Outside the Box 

speaker series event, featuring Northrop Grum-

man’s Tom Jones. Jones, who is the corporate vice 

president and president of Northrop Grumman’s 

Aeronautic Systems Sector, spoke to students 

on how to live out Catholic values in the sec-

ular business world. After his talk, Jones stayed 

to answer student questions one on one, further 

encouraging them to pursue meaningful jobs 

where they can impact lives for the better.

TOP IN THE NATION
This past fall, nearly 90% of Christendom freshmen chose to 

return for sophomore year—a remarkable statistic in modern 

academia, putting Christendom in the top 25% of liberal arts 

colleges in the nation for satisfaction and retention rates. 

In a time when higher education offerings vary so much—in 

person, virtual, hybrid—Christendom students were pleased 

with the college’s choice to offer an in-person educational 

experience this past year, while prudently planning for the 

health and safety of students, faculty and staff. 

Subscribe to our weekly email update CHRISTENDOM NOW at christendom.edu/now or scan the code.

SPRING MUSICAL DELIGHTS
The Christendom Players brought acclaimed musical My Fair 

Lady to life onstage in April, with the annual spring musical 

providing a wonderful weekend of entertainment for the 

Christendom community. My Fair Lady was originally 

scheduled to be performed last spring before Christendom’s 

campus closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, 

the three performances took on a special significance for the 

cast and crew who were grateful to finally perform the show.
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For the  Class  of  2021 ,  there  remained 

a shadow of doubt that their Commencement ceremonies would 

actually happen. Only a year separated the senirs from the spring 

of 2020, when some were sent home from Front Royal while 

others were hurriedly evacuated out of Italy.  Students could not 

be blamed for being unsure they could cross the stage in May, if 

circumstances changed for the worse. And yet, they did just that—

capping a year of incredible blessings that were showered upon 

the Christendom community during the 2020-21 academic year.

BY  ZACH SMITH

COMMENCEMENTCOMMENCEMENT  

20212021
THE FITTING CAPSTONE  

TO A YEAR OF BLESSINGS
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Amid worldwide turmoil, Christendom’s Class of 2021 

showed incredible resilience, coming together in prayer, 

comradery, and a unified desire to make the most of their final 

months at the college. Their many accomplishments were 

celebrated by their families, along with the college’s faculty and 

staff, beginning on Friday, May 15.

Blessed with beautiful weather, graduates processed from 

the college’s St. Lawrence Commons to a large tent on Campion 

Field for the Baccalaureate Mass, and they were joined by the 

Diocese of Arlington’s Bishop Michael Burbidge. In remarks 

made before the Mass, Bishop Burbidge joined the graduates 

in thanking God for the blessings given to them during their 

time at Christendom.

“Dear graduates, I am joining you in thanking God for 

the many blessings He has showered upon you during your 

time here at the college; for giving you the strength and the 

perseverance when you needed it to respond to the high 

1 2

3 4

academic standards and academic integrity of this institution,” 

said Bishop Burbidge. “And yet, you know you did not do so 

alone. You did it by the grace of God and through the help of 

so many people. And so with you, dear graduates, I join you 

at this Mass in thanking your dear parents and everyone in the 

administration here at Christendom College for the many ways 

they inspired you, helped you, and supported you. Together at 

this Mass, we pray for you."

Following the Mass, graduates and their families traveled 

to the nearby Shenandoah Valley Golf Club, which overlooks 

the Blue Ridge Mountains that surround Christendom, for 

cocktails and dinner. Many parents met the faculty and staff 

they had heard so much about for the first time, while soon-to-

be graduates celebrated with each other on their final night as 

Christendom students. Toasts punctuated those unforgettable 

moments, with College President Dr. Timothy O’Donnell, 

Vice President for Academic Affairs Dr. Greg Townsend, Senior 
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COMMENCEMENTCOMMENCEMENT 2021 2021

1: Arlington Bishop Burbidge is 
joined by Deacon Phillip Briggs 
’13 (left) and Fr. Noah Morey 
’08 (right) at the Baccalaureate 
Mass. 2: College Chaplain Fr. 
Marcus Pollard delivers the 
homily. 3: Vice President for Ac-
ademic Affairs Greg Townsend 
toasts the class of 2021.  
4: The O'Donnell and Santorum 
families with their graduates, 
Declan and Peter. 5: Student 
Body President Elizabeth Eller 
toasts the staff of the college. 6: 
Twenty-two children of alumni 
graduated. 7-9: Graduates 
process during the ceremonies.
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1: Director of Alumni Relations Vince Criste awards Cecilia Garvey with the Student Achievement Award. 2: Salutatorian Theresa Piroch.  
3: Dr. O'Donnell awards Lou Holtz the Pro Deo et Patria Medal. 4: Valedictorian Mary Clare Kelly. 5: Students had opportunities to sit down and chat 
with Lou Holtz. 6: Andrew Book, Samuel Bratt, and Julia Brezinsky enjoy the president's address. 7: Chiara Fusco with her family. 8: Evan Aiello with his 
family.  9: The O'Reilly and Whittaker families with four graduates and a fiancé. 10. Charlotte Twetten enjoys the reception with her mother and sister.

1 2

3 4
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Following her address, Dr. O’Donnell bestowed the Pro Deo 

et Patria Award for Distinguished Service to God and Country 

on legendary college football coach Lou Holtz. Coach Holtz 

began his commencement address by encouraging the Class 

of 2021 to count their blessings after spending four years at a 

school like Christendom.

“I want to tell you the most important thing: Count your 

blessings,” said Holtz. “You were able to go to a great Catholic 

college, where you were able to express your faith and go to 

Mass every day. You were so fortunate here—don’t take that 

for granted.”

In his address, Coach Holtz emphasized the need to 

always pursue excellence and never settle for simply remaining 

comfortable. Instead, he urged graduates to strive to improve 

their lives—spiritually, personally, and professionally.

“Life is nothing more than making good choices,” said 

Holtz. “How can you make sure you make good choices? You 

only have to follow three simple rules your whole life: Do what’s 

right, do everything to the best of your ability, show people you 

care. God did not put us on this Earth to be average.”

COMMENCEMENTCOMMENCEMENT 2021 2021

7 8

9 10

Class President Bridget Schneider, and Student Body President 

Elizabeth Eller all raising their glasses to Christendom.

The next morning, the Class of 2021 made their way 

again to Campion Field, ready to fulfill the purpose of their 

education—to graduate and begin the next stage of their lifelong 

journey to “restore all things in Christ.”

Once inside the tent, salutatorian Theresa Piroch welcomed 

all present to the commencement exercises, inspiring everyone 

through her words about the importance of truth and goodness.

“By teaching us to wonder, our education has quite literally 

marked the beginning of our heaven on Earth. After all, we 

graduates have developed an intellectual framework by which 

we can discern the traces of God in this world,” said Piroch. 

“We did not deserve such an education, and we certainly did 

not accomplish it by ourselves. We owe a humble and heartfelt 

thanks to our faculty, who have educated us and served as our 

models of the intellectual life well lived; to our parents, who 

gave us indispensable support throughout our education; to our 

chaplains, for their spiritual guidance; to the staff, who make 

education at Christendom possible.”
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One hundred and twenty bachelor of arts degrees were awarded to the members of the Class of 2021, including Evan Aiello, Jacob Altmanshofer, 
Mary-Catherine Anderson, Gabriel Arango, William Arnold, Thomas Bayley, Cecilia Belleville, Sean Bennett, Martha Blank, Andrew Book, Samuel 
Bratt, Julia Brezinsky, John Briggs, Mary Bright, Daniel Buehler, Stephen Buonocore, Therese Butek, Theresa Castellan, Mark Cavazos, Peter Cermak, 
Annabella Christensen, Joseph Ciskanik, Mary Connolly, Bernadette Coyne, Louis Culloton, Maria Cunningham, Rosa Cunningham, Monica Dewey, 
Isabella Di Falco, Bridget Duffy, Max Dugan, Vincent Duhig, Elizabeth Eller, Meredith Ethridge, Ryan Farrell, Christiana Fedoryka, George Flagg, 
Katherine Flynn, Thomas Foos, Nina Francis, Rose Francis, Chiara Fusco, Cecilia Garvey, Angela Goddard, Emily Golden, Emily Guza, Joseph Hal-
ecky, Melanie Heinlein, Thomas Hess Jr., Mary-Claire Hibl, Giulianna Hudson, Bernadette Hund, Eileen Hund, Marcus Hynfield, John Jakubisin, Agnese 
Janaro, Joan Johnson, Mary Kelly, Eleanor Kolesar, Kristin Kozin, Jose Lam, Caroline Lancaster, Katherine Lindner, Carmen Litterio, Kadi Martin, Kevin 
McDermott, Dominic McFadden, Ian McLaughlin, Theresa McLaughlin, Matthew McShurley, Michael Mersch, Meagan Montanari, Emily Narel, Nelson 
Nunes, Elyse Nurenberg, Declan O’Donnell, James O’Reilly, Joseph O’Reilly, Marie-Therese O’Reilly, Anthony Palumbo, Stephen Pascoe, Bruce Patryn, 
Julia Patterson, Gail Kathleen Peterson, Theresa Piroch, Ambrose Rucker, Jillian Rugg, Catherine Salgado, Peter Santorum, Bridget Schneider, Joseph 
Schwartz, William Sigler III, Mary-Grace Siwko, Christina Smith, Elizabeth Smith, Dario Spinelli, Samantha Stahl, Grace Stanton, Anthony Suess, Barba-
ra Syski, Abigail Thomas, Aedan Tsakanikas, Joachim Tsakanikas, Charlotte Twetten, Isabella Vicenzino, Rose Vidosh, Isabella Walsh, Joshua Weaver, 
Harold Weichert, Maximilian Weidenkopf, Anthony Whittaker, John Whittaker, Jenna Williams, Mary Williams, Caleb Wilson, Phoebe Wing, Veroni-
ca Wingerter, Lianna Youngman, LiYun Zhu, and Ally Zink. An associate of arts degree was also awarded to Sarah Snyman.

1 2
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1: Newly engaged, Anthony Whittacker and Lupe Cunningham. 2: Lianna Youngman enjoys 
the moment. 3: Students process past the new Christ the King Chapel. 4: Christiana Fedoryka 
and Stephen Pascoe celebrate. VISIT CHRISTENDOM.EDU/PICTURES FOR MORE PHOTOS

3 4

“Speak softly, smile a lot, never lower your standards,” 

concluded Holtz.

After the address, Director of  Alumni Relations Vince 

Criste presented the Student Achievement Award to Cecelia 

Garvey for her dedication to the community. Garvey was called 

the “ideal Christendom student” by faculty members, noted 

for her selfless commitment to the Christendom community 

throughout her four years at the college.

Following the delivery of degrees, valedictorian Mary 

Clare Kelly provided the farewell address for the Class of 2021. 

Kelly gave a stirring defense of the importance of a liberal arts 

education, ultimately calling on her classmates to “take the hand 

of the Lord and to respond with trust and courage” as they go 

out into the world.

“This education, this work of four years, which in one sense 

culminates today, in another sense is just now preparing to come 

to fruition,” said Kelly. “For while we are leaving Christendom 

College, we are being sent to the world. And thus, this day 

of jubilation and farewell is not the end. No, rather, it is a 

beginning—the beginning of a new pathway on the road which 

is life’s adventure, life’s journey, life’s gift. The road began when 

each of us was born, when each of us was baptized, when each 

of us was confirmed as a soldier of Christ. From the wealth of 

the classroom to the joys of community life, all we have been 

given here has thus, in a very real way, been a preparation, a 

making ready. Today, in a particular way, we are being sent forth, 

armed with all the good given to us in this place.”

Closing the ceremony, College President Dr. Timothy 

O’Donnell delivered his charge to the graduates, encouraging 

them to keep Christ’s life, His mission, and His teachings a 

priority as they go forward into the world.

Holding Commencement ceremonies in May is a normal 

thing—or at least, it should be. But after the tumult of 2020, 

the return of Commencement to May again in 2021 was reason 

enough for celebration. That the celebration could be held with 

family, friends, distinguished guests, and the Class of 2021 made 

it that much sweeter.

Christendom’s Class of 2021 endured in the face of 

challenges they will never forget. The obstacles they faced 

together as a class only made them stronger, tightening their 

bonds and providing them with even more reason not to waste 

a single moment left together as a class.

Whether it was in their studies, in events, or even in everyday 

conversations in the residence halls, the Class of 2021 made 

the most of their final year at Christendom College. Because of 

their fortitude, their joy, and their selflessness, the college owes 

them heartfelt thanks for helping make the 2020-21 academic 

year the resounding success that it was. 
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R e s t o r i n g  B e a u t y 
i n  t h e  H o m e

Alumnae Share Their Creative Gifts to Inspire a  
Renaissance of Beauty Within the Home

BY  JULIE WELLS
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In recent decades, our culture has devalued 

the art of homemaking. At the click of a button or shout to 

Alexa, one can order anything for their home, readymade, 

requiring no effort or thought. We begin to build up a fortune 

of random things and distract ourselves with activities but often 

spend less and less time in our homes with those who matter 

the most. The temptation to acquire more and do more has 

become great in our society, perhaps at the risk of losing sight 

of the many simple blessings of daily life.

Alumnae Morgan (Kavanagh) Beer and Dori Greco 

Rutherford are helping others to focus their attention back on 

the home and those held dear. Through the fields of interior 

design and photography, each is striving to rekindle a love for 

community and family life, reminding us that homemaking 

can be considered an art, one that helps focus our attention 

on the Creator.

Beer, a member of the class of 2014, felt the calling to 

pursue interior design as she was preparing for life after college. 

Growing up, Beer always had a love for beautifying spaces. 

When she was a young child, her parents would encourage her 

to improve these budding skills by embellishing her bedroom 

and experimenting with DIY décor on a small budget. In 
Morgan Beer with her children.

Interior design photos by Morgan Beer.
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refreshed enough to take on the world,” says Beer. “I started 

Fraiche for this purpose, to help others have a peaceful home 

where they can grow as individuals and grow together 

as a family.”

When asked how her faith plays a role in her everyday 

work, Beer says that it is in everything she does.

“My whole goal is to be of service to others through 

serving their home,” she says. “I try to create designs that will 

make their current space function at its very best, so the space 

becomes the backdrop to the beauty happening among the 

people in the home.”

Beer believes that a well-ordered home helps to refocus 

one’s mind on God and the family.

“Giving order to your home will allow you to think less about 

what isn’t working visually and focus more on the nurturing, 

growing, and gathering that should be taking place,” she says.

Beer sees her work as a special mission to restore healing 

and peace to our world, so desperate for God.

“Design is incredibly personal and can often seem 

individual,” she says, “There are endless styles and substyles, but 

the beauty of design is in how different styles work together. 

The give and take between styles, if done correctly, can create 

a beautiful masterpiece and even create a new style entirely. I 

college, Beer’s love of design began to manifest itself in the 

way she would adorn her dorm room. All these experiences 

revealed her love for creativity and her desire to bring beauty 

to the home. During her study-abroad semester in Rome with 

Christendom College, Beer took a weekend trip to visit Paris. 

This immersive experience in Europe instilled in her a greater 

love and appreciation for art and architecture, particularly 

interior design.

As graduation approached, Beer was planning her wedding 

and discerning what kind of field she would like to pursue 

that would enable her to be home and raise a family. While 

considering her options, Beer’s interests and skills continuously 

pointed her toward interior design.

“I wanted to pursue something that I loved and would give 

me the flexibility to be home with my kids,” she says. “Being 

a stay-at-home mom was very important to me, so pursuing 

design just felt like a perfect fit.”

Three children later, Morgan’s online company Fraiche, 

specializing in nursery and home décor, has become a popular 

shop for mothers, moms-to-be, and anyone who has an eye for 

pure and fresh designs.

“Your home should be a haven where you replenish your 

mind and soul so when you go out your front door, you feel 
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Your home should 

be a haven where you 

replenish your mind and 

soul so when you go out 

your front door, you feel 

refreshed enough to take 

on the world.”

“
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would say that is very relevant today. Right now, the world feels 

as broken as ever. It appears differences are all anyone can see 

right now. I hope and pray that design can inspire people not to 

put their differences aside, but to use their different backgrounds 

and cultures and come together to create something beautiful.”

Dori Rutherford, a member of the class of 1993, is also 

helping to rekindle a love for community and family life, 

through her gift of photography. Her love for beauty, truth, 

and goodness is apparent in her work. She has been fascinated 

by photography since the second grade, when she was surprised 

with a camera on the occasion of her First Holy Communion.

“By the time I graduated from high school, I had a film 

SLR camera that my friends from Christendom remember me 

carrying around everywhere,” says Rutherford. “I was drawn to 

photography because I love capturing the emotion and beauty 

of my subjects through my lens. I also love evoking emotion 

in the people who view my work.”

Rutherford recalls how Christendom College provided a 

perfect backdrop for honing her photography skills.

“When I was a student at Christendom, the natural beauty 

of the Shenandoah Valley provided endless opportunities for my 

work. I remember capturing the sun’s rays streaming through 

the trees on the Shenandoah River and even experimenting with 

the lighting around the contrasting road signs that marked the 

intersection of Dismal Hollow and Happy Creek.”

After graduating from college and raising a family, 

Rutherford began to have a greater appreciation for photography.

“My passion for photography grew even further when I had 

children of my own and saw how precious the time was with 

them and how quickly it was passing,” she says. “I wanted to 

preserve the moments I had with them forever.”

Photography helps Rutherford focus on the daily blessings 

God gives and to remind others of those blessings.

“I am constantly encountering God in my daily work,” 

says Rutherford. “I love capturing the details of life that are 

gone in an instant and spending time to find beauty in places 

where others may miss it.”

Last year, Rutherford was able to team up with acclaimed 

authors Carrie Gress and Noelle Mering to collaborate on 

Theology of Home II, the sequel to the popular book published 

by Tan Books. The Theology of Home books are a compilation 

of memoirs and meditations by women of different ages 

and backgrounds. The purpose of this work is to encourage 

women, particularly stay-at-home mothers and those who are 

Rutherford assisted with the 
photography in Theology of Home II.
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home-based, to rekindle a love and appreciation for the art of 

homemaking. Instead of solely focusing on material goods, 

Theology of Home ties in the goodness of material things with 

the goodness of the human person and how one can direct the 

use of these material goods toward an eternal goal—our eternal 

home in heaven.

“Rather than merely a box for souls to be stored, home is 

where body and soul are nourished, protected, comforted, and 

known,” Carrie Gress and Noelle Mering write in Theology of 

Home II. “We long for a beautiful home because we long for a 

beautiful life. But this yearning will not be satisfied on a purely 

material level, and the attempts to do so fall short of the mark far 

more than a humble-but-cared-for and spiritually rich home.”

Rutherford jumped at the opportunity to work on the book. 

Her photography style complements the work of Theology of 

Home perfectly, inspiring readers to recognize the simple, God-

given beauties of everyday life and translate that acknowledgment 

into a prayer of worship for our Creator. Her photographs truly 

bring the book to life.

In Saint John Paul the Great’s Letter to Artists, he writes, 

“Beauty is a key to the mystery and a call to transcendence. It 

is an invitation to savor life and to dream of the future. That is 

why the beauty of created things can never fully satisfy. It stirs 

that hidden nostalgia for God which a lover of beauty like Saint 

Augustine could express in incomparable terms: ‘Late have I 

loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you!’” 

Through their efforts, Beer and Rutherford are answering 

John Paul the Great’s challenge to artists by restoring beauty 

to our broken world—beginning in the home. 

I am constantly 

encountering God in 

my daily work.”
“

Dori Rutherford (left) photographs her children.
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MORE 
IMPORTANT  
THAN EVER

An In-Person 

Education

Across America and the 
world, school-age children and 

college students alike became accus-

tomed to an old word taking on a 

new meaning over the past year and 

a half—Zoom.

Entire academic years were con-

ducted virtually over Zoom from the 

start of the coronavirus pandemic in 

March of 2020, with students sitting 

alone in their rooms, interacting 

virtually with teachers and fellow 

students in class after class. The effect 

of this on students academically has 

been well documented, while the 

long-term emotional effects continue 

to be studied as well.

BY  ZACH SMITH
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While online learning can be helpful in certain circumstanc-

es, students looking to obtain a well-rounded education—one 

in which they grow academically, socially, and spiritually—saw 

over and over again the importance of in-person instruction and 

formation during the past year. Only in-person students can 

truly interact with professors and fellow students, growing not 

only in knowledge and wisdom but also in virtue.

“There is a reason why many students grew disengaged 

during the lockdown,” says theology professor Mary Stanford. 

“Whether we intend to or not, education cannot help being 

‘reduced’ to a product—a hoop through which to jump to reach 

some other goal—when we strive to become educated outside 

of the community. Online schooling requires no vulnerability, 

no courage, no real consideration of others’ thoughts.”

For years now, Stanford has spoken and written extensively 

on the dangers of today’s obsession with technology and how 

modern communication is weakening the beauty of human 

interactions. Her points were proven to an even greater degree 

over the past year and a half.

“The weaker students became less engaged without a teacher 

to prod and challenge them, to read their body language and to 

respond accordingly; the best students starved without the nour-

ishing feedback of a classroom discussion,” explains Stanford.

Students across the globe saw education stripped of bodily 

encounters over the past year, effectively reducing the classroom 

to a comment box. Only in person can people recognize others 

as whole persons and treat them as such—whether they be a 

fellow student, a professor, or even a family member. For Stan-

ford, the past nearly two decades of the internet experience have 

proven this fact over and over again, as debate and discussion 

held on screens continue to devolve into cruel and self-affirming 

echo chambers. Education, says Stanford, must not go in this 

direction as well—it must return to its original form, where it 

can help students truly thrive.

“Education occurs in the context of the encounter between 

persons,” says Stanford. “Persons of the past, to be sure, as their 

thoughts are expressed in the great books we possess, but just 

as importantly, persons of the present: teachers. Just as God’s 

design indicates that human potential is intended to unfold in the 

context of a family, so a person can only further such a process in 

the context of another community of persons; persons coming 

together to encounter the wisdom of ages past, to converse, to 

question, to listen, to respond. Fellow students, through their 

questions and insights, through their unique and individual 

responses to the subject at hand, can widen and enhance the 

perspectives of their peers.  Such a process requires virtues of 

intellectual humility, discipline, courage, and vulnerability.  Such 

an experience is not possible without an in-person community.”

At Christendom, students were blessed to safely return to 

in-person classes this past fall, after attending virtual classes 
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“
Fellow students, through their questions Fellow students, through their questions 

and insights, through their unique and and insights, through their unique and 
individual responses to the subject at hand, individual responses to the subject at hand, 
can widen and enhance the perspectives of can widen and enhance the perspectives of 
their peers.  Such a process requires virtues their peers.  Such a process requires virtues 
of intellectual humility, discipline, courage, of intellectual humility, discipline, courage, 
and vulnerability. Such an experience is not and vulnerability. Such an experience is not 
possible without an in-person community.possible without an in-person community.

"
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“
Wisdom requires that type of interpersonal Wisdom requires that type of interpersonal 

connectivity that you just can’t get looking connectivity that you just can’t get looking 
at a computer screen... Our professors aren’t at a computer screen... Our professors aren’t 
just detached academicsjust detached academics——they’re mentors, they’re mentors, 
there to guide and direct the students. We’re there to guide and direct the students. We’re 
all fellow learners in the pursuit of wisdom, all fellow learners in the pursuit of wisdom, 
which is something that you need to do in which is something that you need to do in 
a personal way.a personal way.

"
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in the spring of 2020. Students, faculty, and staff alike were 

incredibly resilient, like so many across the world, but that 

semester reinforced for all the fact that virtual learning would 

never be an adequate substitute for classroom or campus life.

“When you’re providing a liberal arts education, sometimes 

it is intensely personal—you’re touching people’s souls,” says 

College President Dr. Timothy O’Donnell.

Like the rest of the faculty, O’Donnell taught his classes 

online in the spring of 2020. During those months, O’Donnell 

reflected on the importance of in-person education, concluding 

that students had to be allowed to return to campus in the fall 

if they were going to learn the true, the good, and the beautiful 

in a manner more conducive to true learning. He, along with 

dedicated staff, faculty, and a team of health experts, worked 

tirelessly to make that happen, ultimately resulting in a highly 

successful academic year for the college community—both in 

Front Royal, Virginia and on the college’s campus in Rome, 

Italy, as well.

“Wisdom requires that type of interpersonal connectivity 

that you just can’t get looking at a computer screen,” reflects 

O’Donnell. “That’s one of the big reasons that we decided to 

bring our students back. Our professors aren’t just detached 

academics—they’re mentors, there to guide and direct the stu-

dents. We’re all fellow learners in the pursuit of wisdom, which 

is something that you need to do in a personal way.”

Before the start of the coronavirus pandemic, digital com-

munication was already taking precedence, and people were 

feeling more disconnected than ever—a fact that O’Donnell, 

Stanford, and others have long warned against. The effects of 

2020 and 2021 only exacerbated those societal issues. For that 

reason, Christendom’s personal education became even more 

important, with professors truly working to help students on 

their vocational journey.

“The faculty and the staff that are involved try to build and 

strengthen community, and, in a Catholic setting, that includes 

a strong emphasis on not only the intellectual life but also the 

sacramental life,” says O’Donnell. “If you have a community 

where faith, hope, and charity are living, the community nat-

urally begins to thrive. There will be problems because of our 

fallen human nature, but where there is grace, the Holy Spirit 

can work in a really beautiful way.”

While the past year and a half has taken a heavy toll on 

students across the globe, the successful 2020-21 academic 

year at Christendom and other schools is a sign of hope that 

things can go back to normal. Interactions with professors 

and students here occurred both inside and outside classrooms 

again, rather than in private Zoom meetings. Students met 

with each other to study the most important texts of Western 

civilization, rather than texting about them. The result? A 

community that flourished as in years past, but even more so 

as every person realized how much human interaction truly 

mattered.

Intellectual life. Community life. Sacramental life. These 

are all essential things human beings need to thrive in this life 

as they prepare for the next. None of them can be accomplished 

fully through a screen. This is not to say that this technology 

is not a gift, allowing people to get a taste of these things in 

extraordinary circumstances when they are otherwise unable to. 

But Zoom classes, Zoom Masses, and Zoom parties can never 

take the place of in-person human interaction, where people 

can learn from each other, grow together, and help one another 

on the path to eternity. 
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learned about the college in the nineties while serving on the 

board of the Catholic Charities of Baltimore. One of George’s 

fellow board members, Tom Baldwin, was an early trustee at 

Christendom. Tom introduced George to the college and its 

mission. George then began reading some books by Christendom 

founder Dr. Warren Carroll. He was impressed with Christen-

dom’s faithfulness to the magisterium and its dedication to the 

pursuit of truth. In a world where many Catholic institutions 

of higher learning struggle to retain their Catholic identity, 

Christendom stood out to George as a place that truly lived 

and breathed the faith. 

“I see Christendom College as a true Catholic liberal arts 

college,” he explains.

George has been a financial supporter of Christendom over 

the years ever since first discovering it. Recently, however, he 

decided to make a larger gift, a scholarship endowment fund, 

in honor of his late wife, Marian, who passed away in February 

Benefactor Helps  Build  
C A TA L Y T I C  C O N V E R T E R  
for the New Evangelization

BY MARIA BONVISSUTO

If you ask George Creel why he supports 
Christendom, the answer is very simple. 

“I see Christendom as a catalytic converter for the evange-

lization of true Catholicism,” he says.

Such a scientific metaphor comes naturally to George, who 

has had a long and accomplished career with Baltimore Gas and 

Electric Company (BGE). As a young man, he attended Johns 

Hopkins University and received a Bachelor of Engineering 

Degree in mechanical engineering. He served in the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, first on active duty and then in active re-

serve for 10 years, before being discharged as a captain. George 

worked his way up at BGE, from a junior engineer to leading 

the company’s nuclear and fossil energy divisions, all the way 

through serving as executive vice president.

Although he spent his career working in a scientific field, 

George is a firm believer in both Christendom’s specific mission 

and the importance of a liberal arts education generally. He first 

Baltimore, location of George Creel's education and career. 
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of 2020. At first, since both Marian and his oldest daughter 

were nurses, he considered a scholarship related specifically to 

the sciences. After much thought and prayer, however, George 

ultimately opted to make an impact that specifically benefits stu-

dents and Christendom’s mission to restore all things in Christ.

“I thought that if I really wanted to support the college 

as a catalytic converter for evangelization, I wouldn’t put any 

limits on it,” he says. “So, I just decided to make it a straight 

scholarship for students based on need and merit.”

George also supports the kind of education Christendom 

offers because he saw firsthand the difference that a liberal arts 

graduate can make. While he was a student at Johns Hopkins, 

he knew many people who studied the liberal arts, and he saw 

how those studies benefited them. And as he advanced in his 

career and took on managerial and then executive roles, he 

noticed that many of the problems he’d encounter had to do 

with people and behavioral issues. As an employer, he realized 

that hiring liberal-arts-educated workers made a positive dif-

ference. He also knew others who thought the same. Dana P. 

Robertson, chairman of the National Catholic Community 

Foundation, affirmed George’s belief that liberal arts schools, 

and Christendom in particular, are worth supporting. 

“Dana had been an executive in a financial firm, and he 

had seen so many good people over the years who’d come out 

of college with a good liberal arts education,” George says.

Now, thanks to the Marian Creel Memorial Scholarship 

Endowment, more students will have the opportunity to re-

ceive the rich benefits of an authentically Catholic liberal arts 

education and formation at Christendom. They will become 

true “catalytic converters” of evangelization, a dream come true 

for George. 

“I see Christendom College as a 

true Catholic liberal arts college.”
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Senior James O'Reilly charges down field. 
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“Let’s show some gratitude.”
Christendom rugby captain John Jakubisin ’21 spoke 

these words to his teammates as they huddled around him on 

a hot summer afternoon just outside New Orleans in the final 

weekend of May. Every teammate looked each other in the eye 

as Jakubisin spoke—not only in his last speech as team captain 

but also in what would be the final huddle for six members 

of the team.

Jakubisin’s words defined the college’s latest trip to the 

National Collegiate Rugby (NCR) National Championship, 

held this year over Memorial Day weekend. For the college, it 

was a fourth-straight trip to the “big dance,” with the memory 

of the dramatic 2017 National Championship win still fresh 

in the minds of many. For the players themselves, the weekend 

was a reminder of how lucky they were to be able to compete at 

all, just a year separated from the 2020 National Championship 

being canceled—and former teammates missing their final shot 

at another trophy.

The Crusaders played for those former teammates, for alum-

ni, their families, the fans, and for the college as a whole—all 

in an emotional weekend that would be the final competitive 

trip together for many longtime members of the team—united 

one last time in the pursuit of a title.

When the Crusaders walked into the Shrine on Airline 

Stadium, home of Major League Rugby’s NOLA Gold, on 

Friday, May 28, they immediately made a statement. Taking 

on No. 5-ranked Marian University in their first match of the 

Premier bracket round of the May Madness tournament, the 

Crusaders jumped to a 12-0 lead, carried by tries from Owen 

Kennedy and Joe O’Reilly. However, their most impressive mo-

ment of the game came in the closing seconds of the first half. 

With Marian surging toward a try of their own, the Crusaders 

dramatically stopped them at the try line—deflating Marian 

and giving Christendom the momentum they needed for the 

rest of the match. Another try from O’Reilly, along with a try 

from Matthew Westin, sealed that game 24-0.

Christendom Competes in 

Fourth-Straight Rugby National 

Championship
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BY  ZACH SMITH

Sophomore Tom Santschi makes the tackle.
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L: Owen Kennedy with the stiff arm. R (top): Sophomore Matt Westin makes a pass.  
R (bottom): Senior Vince Duhig slips past. Below: Crusaders exit the stadium after 
their first win.
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The highs of that first game carried over into anticipation 

of the second, played on Saturday morning in the stadium. As 

their next opponent, No.1-ranked Davenport University, wait-

ed to begin the game, the Crusaders’ booming prayer of “Ave 

Maria” could be heard throughout the stadium. Each player felt 

excited, but grateful as well—for the opportunity to compete 

against a No. 1-ranked team again, in a big stadium, in front 

of fans, all for the glory of God.

The direction of the National Championship hunt changed 

for the Crusaders as that match went on. A 12-5 Davenport 

lead stretched to 22-5 by the game’s end, pushing the Crusaders 

down into the Champion bracket and ending their dreams of 

another title in 2021. Later that afternoon, they took on No. 

2-ranked Mount St. Mary’s in the Champion Bracket Quar-

terfinals and were met with a similar result, leaving them with 

only one game left to play before heading home.

Two disappointing losses during a title hunt would be 

enough to define any team. Defeat can be a difficult pill to 

swallow, but many teams choose to resign to it in the end. These 

Crusaders could have easily done that. 

They chose otherwise.

Under the shade on that Louisiana afternoon, as the Cru-

saders listened to Jakubisin speak to them about gratitude, 

something changed. A team, deflated by two tough losses, 

visibly rallied again. Their upcoming game against Louisiana 

was, on paper, only a Quarterfinal Consolation match. But for 

the Crusaders, it was something even more.

Jakubisin reminded the Crusaders of all they had accom-

plished together over the past year, despite the odds stacked 

against them: how they had been able to practice together, while 

many teams did not have such opportunities; how they managed 

to even play a few games in the spring, including two in front 

of their passionate fans; how dedicated their coaches were; and 

how they continued to come, week after week, to practice, even 

without a guarantee that any games would even happen.

The heart of the Crusaders returned in these moments. 

What happened next, in their final game of 2021, provided 

the punctuation to Jakubisin’s last speech.

Quickly, O’Reilly provided the Crusaders their first lead 

since Friday afternoon, scoring an opening try for Christendom. 

Louisiana immediately came back with a try of their own, bring-

ing the score to 7-5—a score that would stand as the first half 

ended. That close score would not last, however, as the second 

half opened with a huge sprint down the field from Westin, 

resulting in another try for the Crusaders.

Vince Duhig, such an instrumental member of the team for 

four years, followed with his final try as a Crusader with another 

try scored soon after by Anthony Audino. Kevin McDermott, 

in his final game, provided the finishing try for the team. The 

whistle sounded, ending the game: 33-5, Christendom.

As the players embraced, their gratitude was palpable. This 

was a team that did not let defeat define them but chose instead 

to fight to the very end for each other and their alma mater.

For Will Arnold, John Briggs, Vince Duhig, John Jakubisin, 

Kevin McDermott, and Joe O’Reilly, this would be their final 

time together as Christendom Crusaders. Together, they ended 

their Christendom careers with a win, but most of all, as a team. 

The Crusaders will be back for another National Champi-

onship title run—something that the team’s coaching staff and 

remaining players are confident about. But the courage, passion, 

and resilience of the 2020-21 team will not be forgotten. Their 

performance in New Orleans cannot be told accurately in the 

numbers—that is only half the story. The rest could only be 

seen in the eyes of every player who traveled to Louisiana that 

weekend—eyes filled with gratitude at the opportunities they 

had been given as rugby players at Christendom College. 

Crusaders sing the hymn "Non nobis" 
at the end of every match.
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BY KATERI CRISTE ’22

A SEMESTER ABROAD AMID COVID-19
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Unlimited amount of time in the 
Sistine Chapel? St. Peter’s mostly empty except for a few 

locals and your friends? To an experienced person touring 

Rome, this is practically unheard of, but not for us. 

As I stepped out of St. Peter’s with a few other students 

on our final day in Rome, the blessings of the semester 

filled my heart. I was immediately overwhelmed with an 

overpowering sense of gratitude. My mind flooded with 

memories and unforgettable experiences of the past two 

and a half months, only made possible through the grace 

of God and the prayers and financial support of many 

family and friends.

I recalled a day back at the beginning of the year 

when we had to decide whether or not to stay on campus 

to carry on with classes as usual or risk a semester abroad. 

Twenty-five other students and I decided to place every-

thing in Christ’s hands, planned to go to Rome, and never 

looked back. The words of the famous surrender novena 

often rang in our minds, “Jesus, I surrender myself to you. 

You take care of everything.” These words were prayed 

often leading up to and during the semester, and I pray 

them now in thanksgiving. The pandemic certainly caused 

much hardship. But in the Spring Rome semester of 2021, 

COVID-19 was a blessing in disguise.
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“
“

Out of the hundreds of schools that typically have a study 

abroad program in Rome, Christendom was one of only four 

that sent their students. We were very blessed that none of us 

ever tested positive for COVID-19. We were even able to travel 

at the end of the semester, while students from other schools, 

unfortunately, contracted the coronavirus and were quarantined 

almost their entire semester. I truly believe the prayers and 

intercession of all our family, friends, and the faculty and staff 

back on campus blessed our semester abroad.

Some might have considered us crazy and impractical, but 

our small group was hopeful and optimistic—whatever the 

outcome might be. Even though the situation in Italy was not 

promising and COVID-19 threw a wrench into some plans, it 

was a huge blessing to us in other ways. As we were one of the 

few school groups there, we were permitted to have Mass in 

the crypt of St. Peter’s directly in front of his tomb every day 

that we celebrated it. To keep our “big group” of 30 away from 

others, we had the entire crypt to ourselves.

After a rise in cases in March, Italy moved to a “red zone” 

lockdown, which forced our classes to go online and brought 

with it several restrictions that we turned into opportunities.  

With hopeful anticipation of reopening after Easter, our classes 

were condensed, which blessed us with more free time to travel 

at the end of the semester. Many of the restaurants were closed 

or only had outdoor seating, but that also meant we could enjoy 

the weather and have excuses for more picnics. The Italian cur-

few just provided us with the opportunity to use our time well, 

explore the many streets of Rome, and bond as a group in the 

evenings out on walks near the residence or while hosting dinner 

in our rooms rather than going out. Museums were also closed 

for some time, including the Vatican Museums and the Sistine 

Chapel. However, with the assistance of the Rome Coordinators, 

we were able to obtain tickets for the Vatican Museums our last 

week there and had the freedom to walk through them at our 

own pace. Typically, during this time, Rome is packed full of 

tourists. You are shuffled into the Sistine Chapel shoulder to 

shoulder with many other people and given approximately four 

minutes to take in the incredible work of Michelangelo and 

others that cover the large room from floor to ceiling. Due to 

the pandemic, everyone was spaced out. Our group accounted 

for about half the people in the chapel; our time was unlimited. 

We were able to take as much time as we needed to bask in 

the beauty of the art, which brought to life our Catholic faith 

through the talent of many world-renowned artists.

One final great blessing was the papal audience. In pre-

paring for Rome, every student from past semesters had told 

us to arrive hours before the pope’s arrival. If you were lucky 

enough to get anywhere near the Vicar of Christ, you would 

have to hold onto the spot tightly or you would be sure to lose 

it. Not knowing what to expect during a pandemic, several of 

us arrived around 5:30 a.m. for the first papal audience since 

the beginning of the pandemic. The audience was scheduled to 

begin at 9:15 a.m. A line slowly began to form around 7 a.m. 

And by the time the audience officially started, the courtyard 

of San Damaso within the Vatican walls was not even filled to 

half capacity. It was truly an amazing experience, a pinnacle 

point of the semester. Several fellow students called out to him 

and asked for his blessing upon our college.

The stories of past experiences that had prepared us to 

push our way through the crowds were not the case for us. We 

had front-row seats, and the crowd was friendly, joyful, and 

overcome with a sense of peace, as if all was as it should be. A 

local Italian woman, noticing that I was one of the few young 

American students there, took hold of my arm and motioned 

for me to stand in front of her to get as close as possible. This 

moment was the perfect ending to a most excellent semester, 

a true culmination of everything we had planned for, to meet 

the Successor of Peter in person, the leader of the Catholic 

Church. The first public audience since COVID-19 started is 

a moment in history I will cherish forever. The Church, which 

We were able to take as 
much time as we needed to 
bask in the beauty of the 
art, which brought to life 
our Catholic faith through 
the talent of many world-
renowned artists.
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Christ Himself founded, and the succession of popes to this 

day is a visible manifestation of His promise that the gates of 

Hell would not prevail against it. We were there to witness the 

living testimony of Christ’s promise. The Church has prevailed 

through past trials, it has prevailed through the pandemic, and 

it will continue to do so.

As I turned and walked away from St. Peter’s Square for the 

last time that day, having just met the Vicar of Christ, attending 

Mass, and receiving the sacrament of Penance, I tried to hold 

back tears of joy and thanksgiving. The famous quote of Julius 

Caesar came to mind, one that our late, beloved Dr. Brendan 

McGuire so often reminded us of, Veni, vidi, vici (I came, I 

saw, I conquered). I believe I can speak on behalf of the rest 

of my fellow students when I say we made it to Italy with no 

complications, we saw Rome, the heart of the Catholic Church 

from a unique perspective that no one had before, and through 

the grace of God, we indeed truly conquered all odds.
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Geoffrey Chaucer is remembered as  
“the well of English undefiled” and “the father of English 

poetry.” His historical greatness is obvious and undeniable - 

but understanding what his greatness means is another matter 

entirely. We grappled with this question in the Chaucer course 

I offered in the English department in the spring of 2021. 

Chaucer is a poet of staggering variety and—like the mythical 

Proteus—almost impossible to pin down. Indeed, he seems to 

have delighted in eluding his readers and disguising his true 

voice. Nowhere is this more true than in his greatest work, The 

Canterbury Tales, where Chaucer hides behind the masks of his 

various tale-tellers. The Knight’s tale is lofty and refined—but 

so is the Knight. The Miller is vulgar and extravagant—and 

so is his tale. Which one of these represents Chaucer’s true 

voice? Does any of them? 

Because of all this, reading Chaucer can become some-

thing of a Rorschach test. The feminists find Chaucer to be a 

In the Classroom
HIGHLIGHTING A COURSE FROM OUR R ICH CURRICULUM 

ENG 334 CHAUCER

BY DR. BEN REINHARD

"Canterbury Pilgrims" by H. R. HaweisDr. Reinhard in the classroom

feminist; the humanists, a humanist. Since the 16th century, 

Protestants have been eager to claim him (despite his nearly 

hyperbolic devotion to the Blessed Virgin) as a sort of pro-

to-Protestant. In my class, the great challenge is to weigh the 

conflicting evidence and attempt to come up with some sort 

of coherent answer. The secret, I believe, lies in the messiness 

itself. Chaucer’s band of pilgrims presents us with something 

like a cross-section of Christendom: a few saintly, several 

scandalous, and many in between, all united in a spiritual 

journey. These mingled wheat and tares can be read as a rep-

resentation of the Church Militant, both the scandal-ridden 

Church of Chaucer’s day and (without much of a stretch of 

the imagination) that of our own. After all, as Chaucer tells 

us repeatedly, we are all pilgrims on “thilke parfit glorious 

pilgrimage / that highte Jerusalem celestial.” Like Chaucer’s 

pilgrims, we must travel on—and, whatever else we do, we 

must not abandon the pilgrimage. 
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Christendom alumni led the charge and made Giving Day 2021 on April 27 

a tremendous success thanks to their outpouring of generosity. Through the 

combined support of alumni, Christendom parents, faculty, staff, and friends 

of the college, approximately $140,000 was raised for The Carroll Fund 

from more than 950 givers. 

ALUMNI SHOW 

THEIR LOVE FOR 

CHRISTENDOM

77 
NEW MONTHLY 
ALUMNI DONORS 580 TOTAL MONTHLY 

ALUMNI DONORS

SAVE THE DATE:

Giving Day 2022 will be on April 13.

 33%

THANKS TO GIVING DAY'S IMPACT, WE NOW HAVE:

Alumni were joined in strong numbers 

by the Class of 2021, which currently 

boasts 66 monthly givers and 75 total 

givers. Please be sure to pray for this 

amazing group of new alumni!

Thank you to all who support The Carroll Fund! 

Together, as a Christendom family, we are supporting 

the greatest needs of current students to help them 

thrive as Catholics. God bless you for your generosity!

*Based on U.S. News alumni giving criteria as of 5/26/21. The national average alumni giving rate is 8%.

ALUMNI 
GIVING RATE*

$170,508 12-MONTH IMPACT OF 
ALUMNI MONTHLY GIVING

Class of 2021 Philanthropy Board
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CLASSMATES
Y O U R  P A P E R  &  I N K  A L U M N I  S O C I A L  N E T W O R K

S E N D  Y O U R  S U B M I S S I O N S  T O  C L A S S M A T E S @ C H R I S T E N D O M . E D U

2

3

4

6

1980s

Leo White ’80 wrote a version of the 

“Ave Maria” for a pianist and a singer.

    

1990s

Sarah (née Parker) Silveira ’99  and 

her husband, Desmond, welcomed their 

ninth child, Valentina.

2000s

Anna Hatke ’03 had her first piece 

of writing published in the latest edition 

of a journal in the United Kingdom 

called “The Dark Mountain Project,” on 

the experience of burying her youngest 

daughter, who died in an accident in 

September of 2019.  She currently 

teaches science at St. Edith Stein School 

for Girls in Front Royal, Virginia, and 

writes poetry and nonfiction.  Her piece 

entitled “Requiem in a World Wood,” 

published April 19, 2021, can be found 

online at https://dark-mountain.net.  

She and her husband, alumnus Ben 

Hatke ’00, are also pleased to announce 

they are expecting their sixth child in 

late November.  

Tom and Audra (née Powderly) Cole 

’04, are still living in Marietta, Georgia, 

with their daughter, Marie Therese. Tom 

has recently taken on the role of dean 

of humanities at his institution, Holy 

Spirit Preparatory School in Atlanta, 

and is now responsible for directing the 

teaching of theology, literature, history, 

and languages.  He observes that it would 

be hard to find a job description that 

was better tailored to someone with a 

Christendom education!  Fellow alums 

should look the Coles up should they 

pass through the Peach State or relocate 

here. 1

Quinn Beekwilder ’04 is finishing 

up his first full year as assistant professor 

and coordinator of the Motorsport Man-

agement program at Belmont Abbey 

College in Belmont, North Carolina.  

Despite the trying times, the college 

was able to successfully have in-person 

teaching for the fall and spring semesters.  

He is looking forward to the fall and 

being able to bring students back to the 

track.  If you are ever in the area, let him 

know, and if you have any advice for a 

new professor, feel free to email him at 

quinnbeekwilder@bac.edu. 2

Andrew Hayes ’04 was promoted 

to division dean of liberal studies at the 

University of St. Thomas in Houston and 

has also published a translation of Saint 

Ephrem’s Metrical Discourses on Faith.  

Katherine (née Melton) Hayes ’08 fin-

ished her BS in nursing and continues to 

work in the operating room. The Hayes 

family bought a house in Katy, Texas. 3

Joan Watson ’06 recently took the 

leap of faith to leave her position at the 

diocese of Nashville to begin a freelance 

career in speaking and writing. She cur-

rently also cohosts the popular podcast 

1

5

8 10

7 9
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“The Catholic Traveler Podcast,” and her 

future work will include leading more 

pilgrimages with The Catholic Traveler, 

Mountain Butorac. You can contact 

her and find more of her work at www.

joanmwatson.com.

2010-15

Simone Rizkallah ’10 (M.A.) works 

at a Catholic women’s apostolate called 

ENDOW which stands for Educating on 

the Nature and Dignity of Women, in-

spired by John Paul II’s Apostolic Letter 

Mulieris Dignitatem and his 1995 Letter 

to Women.  ENDOW helps women 

recognize, cultivate, and educate their 

unique feminine genius by organizing 

small-group communities to study 

Catholic philosophy and theology.  She 

is so grateful for the incredible education 

she received at Christendom. 

Lizzie (née Crnkovich) Richard ’12 

and her husband, Adam Richard ’12 

(M.A.), welcomed their fourth child 

and second daughter, Celeste Marguerite 

Marie, on March 10. 4

Maximus Xavier was born on May 

1, to J.P. Niedzwiecki ’10 and Lauren 

(née Vickers) Niedzwiecki ’14.  He is 

healthy, happy, and absolutely adored 

by his two older siblings, Natalie and 

Damien. 5

Michael Davis ’12 graduated from 

the Institute for the Psychological 

Sciences this May with his doctorate in 

clinical psychology. 6

Mary Frank ’13 has a new dream job 

as the administrative assistant at the St. 

Joseph Abbey Gift Shop in St. Benedict, 

Louisiana, which is five minutes from her 

home.  She also manages the online store 

(https://stjosephabbeygiftshop.ecwid.

com/) where they offer religious items as 

well as monk-made soap, sweets, coffee, 

and local “Abbee” honey. 7

Rachel Kujawa ’13 is graduating this 

spring from Harvard Extension School 

with a master’s in government and cer-

tificate in international relations. She is 

thrilled to finally leave Zoom education 

behind, which she endured for two years 

before the pandemic even began. She was 

also recently promoted to the position 

of academic dean at Ridgeview Classical 

Schools in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

Tim ’14 and Kinsey (Benz) ’16 

Johnston welcomed a beautiful daugh-

ter, Carlyn Grace, on March 9, 2021. 8

Jane Riccardi ’15 and Patrick Irwin 

celebrated their wedding with friends 

and family on August 22, 2020, at St. 

Augustine of Canterbury Church.  Jane 

finished her MA in psychology and her 

fifth year working at Harvard Medical 

School this spring. 9

2016-19

Jake ’16 and Bernadette (née Hibl) 

Wagner ’19 welcomed a baby boy, 

Henry Charles Wagner, on March 1, 

2021. 10

Colleen McCrum ’17 and Cameron 

DeLaFleur ’17 got engaged this past 

February and will be getting married 

in September 2021.

Rev. Mr. Joseph Dalimata, FSSP, ’17 

was ordained to the Sacred Priesthood 

on May 28. 11

Becky Derks ’18 is joining the Do-

minican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary 

in Summit, New Jersey, in September. 

She is thrilled and thankful to be en-

tering  this community.  Learn more at  

www.summitdominicans.org.

Carissima Keatley ’18 has been 

working at Great Hearts in Texas as an 

apprentice teacher this year and has been 

asked to teach full-time as a second-grade 

lead for the 2021-2022 school year in 

San Antonio.

Mary Strickland ’18 is engaged 

to Tim Castano, and they hope to be 

married in late spring of 2022. 12

Daniel Snyman ’18 and Sarah 

(Smith) Snyman ’21 were married on 

October 24, 2020.  They are expecting 

their first child in August 2021. 13

Joshua ’19 and Therese (née Rose) 

Butek ’21 are expecting their first child 

on August 24, 2021.  Joshua is currently 

working in the Special Services Depart-

ment at Seton Home Study School in 

Front Royal, Virginia.

In May, Jacki Durant ’19 earned her 

M.T.S. in history of Christianity from 

12

13

14 15

11

R E G I S T E R  A T  C H R I S T E N D O M A L U M N I . C O M

the University of Notre Dame. She and 

fellow alum, Clif Clemotte ’19, are ex-

cited to be married this coming August!

Faith (née Mendez) Laubacher ’19 

would like to announce her marriage to 

Charles Laubacher (U.S. Navy ensign) 

on November 23, 2019, and also the 

birth of their son, Becket James, on 

December 11, 2020. 14

Patricia “Trish” Walsh ’19 will 

be graduating from the International 

Theological Institute in Trumau, Austria, 

on June 12 with a masters in marriage 

and family.  

2020+

After her Clothing Day on June 7, 

2021, Emma Klein ’20 is now Sister 

Cecilia Therese of the Heart of Jesus and 

has entered the novitiate of the Discalced 

Carmelites of Rochester, New York. 

(https://carmelitesofrochester.org/) 15

Emily Guza ’21 and James Foeckler 

’20 were engaged in October 2020 and 

plan to be married on July 24, 2021. 16  

Daniel Buehler ’21 and Stephanie 

Rogers ’21 are pleased to announce that 

they will be married on July 31, 2021. 

Compiled by Vince Criste ’98, director of 

alumni and donor relations.

16

OCTOBER 3-4
DOUBLE REUNIONS!  

80-81   90-91   00-01   10-11
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Taken from the college’s 
motto, “Instaurare Omnia 

in Christo,” this section 
features an essay or excerpt 
from a recent paper or talk 

by one of Christendom’s 
distinguished faculty.

Omnia in Christo

Among the many achievements 
that punctuate the long ministry of Josef 
Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI) are those 
that emerge from his attention to how truth 
is transmitted over time in the particularity 
of tradition and community. 

The relationship between truth and 
history, of course, is a peculiarly modern 
problem provoked by impossible standards 
for rational justification that stem from the 
Enlightenment—here, if something is true, 
it must be according to some pure standard 
found above the pollution of history. So, kick 
tradition and community to the curb, for 
surely nothing universal can be found here. 

The funny thing, however, is that once 
this maneuver is performed, there is not 
much left: a few desiccated concepts that, 
detached from their contexts of origin, soon 
appear unconvincing. The ideal of Enlight-
enment rationality would eventually find 
itself stuck on the very sandbar of history 
and context it had tried to free itself from in 
the first place. Cue our current “postmodern 
condition.”

Nobody needs to be reminded that 
Christian faith has suffered at the hands of 
the mythologies related to the Enlighten-
ment project. For those who still believe, 
the challenge has become how to justify 
the absolute truth claims of faith amidst 
the persisting perception that if something 
is historically situated, it cannot be true in 
a universal way. 

Ratzinger took on this challenge. His 
chief aim was not to supply a proof for the 
truth of Christian faith by some definitive 
rational standard beyond history and expe-
rience. Rather, by better illuminating the 
processes internal to the historical mediation 

BY DR. CONOR SWEENEY

of truth, he has sought to show how the nec-
essarily historical and tradition-transmitted 
character of faith is no automatic refutation 
of its claims. 

He first articulates a basic anthropo-
logical truth: There is no such thing as an 
individual who encounters meaning outside 
of a community. Referencing baptism, 
he says “no one can make himself a son” 
(Principles of Catholic Theology, 32). Truth 
is always received before it is possessed, a 
prior gift mediated by others. 

As a fundamental rule, then, every claim 
to universal truth is always mediated by his-
tory and context. Every truth ever discovered 
was first an historical phenomenon and 
experience within a particular community. 
And without the ongoing support of its 
community of origin, any truth generated 
therein will soon wither and die.

Ratzinger is quite comfortable with the 
assumption that truth exists fundamentally 
within relationship and context. After all, 
the basic truth for the Christian is that God 
became incarnate in a specific time and place. 
And what relationship and context mediates 
this truth through time? The community 
that is the Church. 

In the core of Her being (if not always in 
Her exterior) the Church, says Ratzinger, is 
communio, memory, and sacrament. First, by 
means of the unity of baptism and the Creed, 
She unites believers in the communion or 
koinonia that belongs to Her real union 
with Christ. “The Church is communion,” 
explains Ratzinger, “by the medium of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, communion 
with Christ… and thus communion with 
the eternal triune love of God” (Pilgrim 
Fellowship of Faith, 75).

Conor Sweeney, S.T.L., S.T.D., 

is an associate professor in the 

Department of Theology.

Tru t h  i n  Histo ry :  

Co m mu n i o ,  Memo ry  &  Sac r a m en t

*This, of course, is an encyclical substantially written by Pope Benedict, but published under Pope Francis’ name. 
Readers familiar with Ratzinger will easily recognize the elements of his thought therein.

Second, in Her being as communio, the 
Church preserves the memory of what Christ 
accomplished for us, and is thus also “tradi-
tion.” The body of Christ as memoria Ecclesia 
is the “mediator between being and time,” a 
living relationship and abiding context that 
unites the believer to the Person and events 
that stand at Her origin (Principles, 23).

Third, the Church transmits Her com-
munio and memory through Her sacramental 
life. The sacraments are “incarnate memory” 
(Lumen fidei, 40).* They are an “encounter 
with the true God, a light which touches us 
at the core of our being.” They engage the 
“whole person” in an embodied “network of 
communitarian relationships.” At the heart of 
this network is the Eucharist, “the place where 
the Church is generated, where the Lord him-
self never ceases to found her anew,” and where 
believers are fused together in an “indissoluble 
spiritual bodily union” with God—communio 
(Called to Communion, 37-38).

Regarding the question of truth and his-
tory, then, the difference specific to Christian 
faith is not that it somehow escapes entirely 
the historical conditions of truth. Rather, the 
miracle is that in the Church, we belong to a 
supernatural history. The communio, memory, 
and sacraments of Mater Ecclesiae mediate a 
sacred history by which we encounter and 
experience the Person of Christ, the “concrete 
universal” in whom all truth finds its home. 

Therefore, it is precisely by membership 
in this sacred history that we will remain in 
the truth of the incarnate Son, by whom all 
things are restored to the Father. 
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As Catholics today, we are facing a culture that seeks 
to sweep away the roots and reasons for our Faith. 
All of us need help upholding our Catholic beliefs.
 

That’s why each week Christendom College president 
Dr. Timothy O’Donnell opens the riches of Catholic 
education to all Catholics in his free Principles video 
series. You can join Dr. O’Donnell for five minutes each 
week and learn from the best thinkers, hear amazing 
stories from history, and get spiritual tips to strengthen 

your Catholic Faith.

P R I N C I P L E S F O R Y O U R W E E K . C O M

FREE

WEEKLY

VIDEOS

LEARN TO UPHOLD YOUR CATHOLIC BELIEFS  

BY SIGNING UP FOR FREE WEEKLY VIDEOS

For more information, contact Brenda Seelbach at brenda.seelbach@christendom.edu or 540-551-9189.

K n o c k  •  C r o a g h  P a t r i c k  •  D o n e g a l  •  G a l w a y  •  C l o n m a c n o i s e  •  D u b l i n

Christendom  in  irelandChristendom  in  ireland

Join Christendom College President Dr. Timothy O’Donnell and his wife, Cathy, as they explore the natural, cultural, 
and spiritual beauties of the Emerald Isle. Trip includes classes in Irish history, daily Mass, and more!

“World’s Best Luxury 
Country Hotel”

Lough Eske Castle Hotel 

OCTOBER 15-25,  2021
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LEARN MORE AT CHRISTENDOM.EDU/GIFTSTHATPAY

“Christendom College presents a ray of light to young people in this age of darkness. 

We have done many annuities with the college over the years and couldn’t be happier with 

these opportunities to support Christendom while planning for retirement.”

M
artin and Carol Smith (N

aples
 FL

)

Did you know you can generate a stream of fixed, lifetime payments by supporting the future of 

Christendom College through a charitable gift annuity? In exchange for your cash or stock assets, 

a charitable gift annuity offers fixed, guaranteed, partially tax-free, lifetime payments for up to two 

annuitants—and possible current income or capital gains tax savings. 

Plan for your future while ensuring the future of Christendom College.
Contact John F. Ciskanik, executive director of the Office of Gift Planning, at 
540-551-9160 or ciskanik@christendom.edu to get your free annuity proposal. 

A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY TODAY:

• Strengthens the mission of Christendom College while generating guaranteed payments for life
• Helps prepare for your future and the future of Christendom College
• Provides a simple and convenient way to give while receiving tax benefits

P L A N  F O R  R E T I R E M E N T  W H I L E  M A K I N G  A  

LASTING IMPACT ON THE CATHOLIC FAITH


